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Disclaimer
The Editor reserves the right to cut, edit or refuse to
publish any contributions and does not necessarily agree
with opinions expressed in published articles.
All advertisements in the magazine are inserted in good
faith, but the magazine committee accepts no
responsibility for any statement made by the advertisers;
nor endorses the products or services offered.

Editors
April – Belinda
May - TBC
If you are interested in joining the Escallop editorial team,
we would love to hear from you. Please email
theEscallop@gmail.com or contact one of
the existing editors.

The Escallop is printed by
Print Matters.
Please consider them for all
your printing needs

Please note that the monthly editions of Escallop are also posted electronically on the stapleonline website at www.staple-online.com/escallop.html.
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Letter from Kirrilee
“Love will be our Lenten calling,
love to shake and shatter sin,
waking every closed, cold spirit,
stirring new life deep within,
till the quickened heart remembers
what our Easter birth can mean.”
This is the first verse of a hymn, written by Elizabeth J. Smith, and sung to the traditional Picardy tune. It
has come to mind numerous times these past few days and so I thought it might be good to share, as we
begin this season of Lent.
The word ‘Lent’ comes from the Anglo-Saxon word lencton, which refers to the time of year when the
days grow longer, brighter and warmer… Spring! We get a little taste of this in our gardens and
woodlands, with the beautiful snowdrops emerging and blooming, despite the frosty ground and wild
storms.
Too often though, this season can be misunderstood as being a time of gloom and giving up things we
really love – like chocolate or alcohol. We can miss the riches of this special time if that is our only focus.
I think that’s possibly why I love the first line of this hymn so much, ‘Love will be our Lenten calling…’
Instead, maybe, this year our focus could be on taking something up … actions of love. This broadens
our horizons considerably. Figuring out how to keep Lent can be a challenge, but if we move beyond the
popular conceptions (or misconceptions), there is a possibility for real change in our lives.
Lent can be a time of ‘stirring new life deep within’. Traditionally it is for fasting, prayer and
time set aside from the busy-ness of our lives, to get closer to God and to reflect on what
really matters, a time to really listen to what is stirring within us. There are many things in our lives that
stop us from really listening and focusing on what is most important. It is good to reflect and to notice
what is taking our energy away. Some people I know, during Lent, fast from time wasters, like social
media – a fast from Facebook.
What might Lenten loving look like?
This year, I want to be more loving towards the planet and so, as my Lenten practice I am going to go on
a plant-based fast, where I don’t eat anything that has been processed (not easy!). I am trying to be
mindful of how food has such a huge effect on our bodies, as well as on our world and the climate. I feel
a Lenten call to love our beautiful world more – to take time, to strip back and notice the gifts we have
been given, to notice what I have taken for granted, and to hopefully change my shopping and eating
habits for more sustainable practices.
What might Lenten loving look like for you?
Looking forward, toward the joy of Easter, I hope that during this season, you will, like in the words of the
hymn, feel love quickening your heart and stirring up new life deep within.
Blessings Kirrilee
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Staple Events Calendar
Tuesday 1 March 2022
Wednesday 2 March 2022
Thursday 3 March 2022
Friday 4 March 2022
Saturday 5 March 2022
Sunday 6 March 2022

Fundraising committee meeting – Dave & Doris’ home – 3pm

Said Communion – Staple - 10am

Monday 7 March 2022
Tuesday 8 March 2022
Wednesday 9 March 2022

Thursday 10 March 2022
Friday 11 March 2022
Saturday 12 March 2022
Sunday 13 March 2022
Monday 14 March 2022
Tuesday 15 March 2022
Wednesday 16 March 2022
Thursday 17 March 2022
Friday 18 March 2022
Saturday 19 March 2022
Sunday 20 March 2022
Monday 21 March 2022
Tuesday 22 March 2022
Wednesday 23 March 2022
Thursday 24 March 2022
Friday 25 March 2022
Saturday 26 March 2022
Sunday 27 March 2022
Monday 28 March 2022
Tuesday 29 March 2022
Wednesday 30 March 2022
Thursday 31 March 2022

Church Coffee Morning – Paul & Hema Shaw at Sycamores,
The Street, Staple CT31LN – 10am
PCC meeting – Village Hall – 7.30pm
Royal British Legion – Black Pig – 7.30pm

Platinum Jubilee committee meeting – Black Pig – 8.15pm

Holy Communion – Staple – 10am
Annual Parochial Meeting – Staple Church – 11.15
Copy date for the Escallop
Community First Aid Course – Village Hall – 6pm
Staple Wildlife Friendly Village talk – Village Hall – 7.30
Staple Church Spring Clean – 10-12
Family Service – Staple – 10am

Waste and recycling collections
These are now back to normal. To check your collection day or to report a missed collection,
please see https://collections.dover.gov.uk/property.
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Useful Contact Numbers

Interim Priest

Rev Kirrilee Reid

Curate

Rev Robert Stevenson

01304 611323 (or via a
Churchwarden)
01304 366003

From 5 July 2021, the parish of Staple will be in interregnum (i.e. temporarily without a
rector). If you have any enquiries about baptisms, weddings or funerals, please contact the
Benefice Office, Church Hall, Church Street, Eastry CT13 0HH The office is open on
Wednesdays 10.45 a.m. – 12.45 p.m. and Fridays from 10 a.m. - 12 noon.
Contact 01304 611323 (with answerphone). Email eastry.benefice@gmail.com.
Alternatively, please get in touch with one of the Churchwardens.

Church Wardens

Vanessa Nedderman

01304 813492
07980 300084
01304 812515

Staple PCC

Sue Coulson - Secretary
Pat Heathfield - Treasurer

01304 812340
01227 713396

Parent & Toddler’s Group

Heidi Stevenson

01304 812050

Staple Parish Council
Clerk to Parish Council

Cllr Trevor Bartlett Chairman
Jonathan Mount

01304 813492
01227 728490
stapleparishclerk@yahoo.co.uk

Staple Youth Club

Angela Chandler

01304 812716

Staple Pre School

On Call contact

07816 841429

Footpaths Officer

Sue Coulson

01304 812340

Staple Village Hall

John Kirk – Chairman
Sue Coulson - Bookings

01304 813178
01304 812340

District Councillors

Cllr Trevor Bartlett
Cllr Mike Connolly
Cllr Sue Chandler

01304 813492
01227 722979
01304 813688

KCC Councillor
www.staple-online.com

Trevor Bartlett

John Kirk

Parish Magazine

theEscallop@gmail.com

01304 812515

Dover District Council

www.dover.gov.uk

01304 821199

Email: customerservices@dover.gov.uk
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St James the Great, Staple: Services for March 2022
Everyone is very welcome at all services – please do come along and join us.
If you need further information, please contact Vanessa (812515) or Trevor (813492).
Details of services in other benefice churches can be found at www.ewbchurches.org.uk
Wednesday 2 March
Eastry
Woodnesborough

Ash Wednesday
10.00 a.m.
Holy Communion
7.00 p.m.
Holy Communion

Sunday 6 March
STAPLE
Woodnesborough

Lent 1
10.00 a.m.
8.00 a.m.
10.00 a.m.

Said Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

Sunday 13 March
STAPLE
Woodnesborough

Lent 2
No Service
10.00 a.m.

Holy Communion

Sunday 20 March
STAPLE

Lent 3
10.00 a.m.

Holy Communion

Sunday 27 March
STAPLE
Woodnesborough
Eastry

Mothering Sunday
10.00 a.m.
Family Service
10.00 a.m.
Family Service
10.00 a.m.
Holy Communion

Sunday 3 April
STAPLE
Woodnesborough

Lent 5
10.00 a.m.
8.00 a.m
10.00 a.m.

Said Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

Church Rota
Date
6 Mar
13 Mar
20 Mar
27 Mar
3 April

Sidesman
Keith

Readers
Kate

Mick
Rachel
Keith

Roger, Shelley
Sue, Denis
Pat

Prayers Server Coffee
Priest
n/a
n/a
No Service in Staple
Vanessa n/a
Kate and Phil
Pat
n/a
Mick and Mags
Priest
n/a
n/a

Verger
Trevor
Vanessa
Sue
Andy

Flower Rota
March 6 – April 3 – Lent – No arrangements
Private Prayer in the Church
The Church building is open every day for private prayer from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m
Face masks are no longer compulsory in Church but please show consideration for others, use the
sanitizer provided and maintain social distancing.
Thank you!
ZOOM SERVICES
The benefice will continue to meet virtually at 10 each Sunday morning using Zoom.
You can join a service by following this link:
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/7360055669?pwd=UEVwSzJQSlYvTHNtVnBLK2VNTzliZz09
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Around and about in Staple and Shatterling
Do you have a story to share? We would love to hear from you - new neighbours, new arrivals, get well
wishes - please send details to theEscallop@gmail.com
Dear Readers,
We hope this finds you all keeping safe and well? and that you did not have too much damage to your
property and gardens last month when storm Eunice hit Staple, we were lucky as some parts of the
country suffered severe disruption.
Eunice was not your run of the mill storm. For some of us, it was our worst for more than 30 years
though.
Belated Congratulations to Ann Bradley of Durlock Road, who became a Grandparent for the third time
as her daughter Sophie gave birth to a beautiful baby boy named Edmund born on 12th November 2021,
in Australia.
Congratulations to Sarah Gadd and her partner Ryan as on Saturday 15th January their beautiful
daughter Ellie Jane was born weighing 7lb 13oz.
Congratulations also to very proud Grandparents Jane and Cliff Gadd on their second grandchild.
We would very much like to welcome more new residents to the village. David and Kathy Searle in
December moved into Thatch Cottage, Durlock Road from Sandhurst, Berkshire.
They soon started to settle into their home and even found time to join the Church Quiz that we held in
December and found themselves on the winning team ‘Mary’s Marvels’ and it was lovely to see you both
at Church Christmas services.
Also, in December David and Kathy Holmans moved from North of Kent to set up home at No7 The
Courtyard, Durlock Road. They are very much enjoying living in the village.
Further residents have now arrived in Bartlett Close, Durlock Road and we would like to welcome Marie
Tazey and her two children 10-year-old Lacey and her 6 month old brother Stanley, who live at No 4.
Unfortunately, Lacey had a fall on a zip wire and has broken her arm, we hope it soon starts to get
better.
A warm welcome also to Sally Passmore and her daughter Haylee Loughran, who have moved into No
6.
At the end of February, the last residents moved into No 2 Bartlett Close, they did not have to move very
far as they were already living in Durlock Road!
We hope Ann Bradley and Gary have soon settled into their new home.
We would also like to welcome new residents to The Hollies, Lower Road - Keith and Regina (apologies
we do not have your surname)
And to Tim and Kerry O’Reilly who have moved from Plymouth to No 10 Lower Road.
We do wish you all a very warm welcome to the village, we hope the moving was not too stressful and
that you have all started in settle in your new home and that we will see all of you out and about the
village.
We are all sending our love and best wishes to David Newman who was taken to hospital at the end of
January, we are pleased to report that Dave is now home unfortunately though, recovery is going to be a
long process, our thoughts are with you and to Doris his wife at this time.
We also have just heard that our dear friend from Ash, Don Martin was rushed into hospital on 18th
February. At the time of writing this article his wife Rae has been into see him after his operation and is
responding to treatment. We all send our love and prayers and hope that you soon start to recover and
will be allowed home soon.
Woodnesborough Church Breakfast will be held on Saturday 12th March at 9.00am in Woodnesborough
Village Hall - Guest speaker from Christians Against Poverty.
Also, on Saturday 12th March - Table Top Sale and Coffee Morning from 10.00 till 12.00 noon in Eastry
Church Hall.
Proceeds to St Mary’s Church, Eastry for further details, call Kerry on 01304 27430.
A very Happy 60th Birthday to Graham Heathfield who will be celebrating with family on Thursday 31st
March, we hope you have a lovely day.

7

Her Majesty the Queen is the first British Monarch
to celebrate a Platinum Jubilee after 70 years of
service.
The Staple Platinum Jubilee Committee met again in February and
plans for the weekend are firming up. The Bank Holiday weekend is
Thursday 2 June until Sunday 5 June 2022.

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee – Proposed Schedule of Events
Day/Time
Thursday 2nd June
7:00/7:30pm

8:45pm
9:35pm
Friday 3rd June
11am – 6pm

7.30 p.m.
Saturday 4th June
11am – 6pm
3pm - 8pm
Sunday 5th June
10am
12:30pm

Event

Venue

Jubilee drinks reception to launch the weekend
of celebrations and opening of the Flower and
Art Festival
The Queen’s Green Canopy: oak tree - plaque
unveiling
Brazier lighting

Staple Church

Flower and Art Festival - Floral Tribute to the
Queen

Staple Church

Jubilee Quiz and Dinner

The Black Pig

Flower and Art Festival - Floral Tribute to the
Queen
BBQ

Staple Church

Jubilee Church service
The Big Jubilee Lunch with Jubilee fancy dress
Jubilee fancy dress competition for children
Jubilee hat competition for all ages
Queen’s Platinum Pudding Competition
Bring out the bunting - best decorated house
competition
Jubilee mug and wildflower seeds gifts for
children

Staple Church
TBD – see voting form

Staple Village Hall
Recreation Ground
Staple Memorial
Garden

The Black Pig

There are some other plans which are in discussion. These include:
• The provision of a memorial bench in the village
• A project to create another piece of community artwork for the Village Hall (to go with the
millennium wall hanging).
• A bunting workshop – come along and learn how to make your own bunting – more details next
month. If you are interested in getting involved, please email Helen or Vanessa at
theEscallop@gmail.com
This is a community celebration so we would like everyone to get involved. In particular we are looking
for:
Budding Town Criers – to deliver a proclamation before the lighting of the beacon on Thursday
evening. No previous experience required – just a willingness to have a go – and a loud voice of course!
Musicians and Singers – We would like to put together a small group of village musicians to play and
sing a couple of short items at the lighting of the beacon. If you would like to join in, please contact
Helen Harlow at harlowhl@live.co.uk or on 079800 42967
Flower Arrangers and Artists – for the Festival in the Church. Please email the Escallop and we will
pass you onto the right person. We would like to include photographs and memorabilia in the flower
festival – if you have anything suitable – either with a royal theme or pictures of past celebrations in
Staple, please get in touch.
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Staple Platinum Jubilee Party
National plans for the Jubilee (see https://www.royal.uk/platinum-jubilee-central-weekend ) include The
Big Jubilee Lunch on Sunday 5 June and we hope that Staple will join in with a community party at
lunchtime which all residents, their friends and families can attend. Although everyone is agreed that a
party is a great idea, there are different thoughts about what form this party should take and where it
should be held. The suggestions are a street party in either The Street or Barnsole Lane (both subject to
gaining permission to close the relevant road from Kent County Council) or a garden party outside the
Village Hall on the Recreation Ground. We are therefore inviting all residents of Staple to express their
preference by voting for the option they would prefer (you may already have received a voting slip
through your door).
How to Vote
Please complete the form below and leave it either in the box provided in the Black Pig, in the Church
Porch or drop it into the Village Hall letter box.
If you would prefer to vote online, please go to https://doodle.com/poll/f3nr77gfh4n2pgv6
Voting closes on 15 March 2022 (because we have to apply to KCC to close any roads by 25 March).
Please only vote for one option. Full details of the results will be published in the April Escallop.
Census of Children in the Village
The Parish Council is hoping to provide all children under 16 who live in the village or have a close
connection here (family, attend pre-school or other local village groups) with a Jubilee gift. In order to
help us work out how many items we will need, it would be very helpful if you could give details of any
children who would like to receive a gift. Please can you provide this information on your voting form
below or email theEscallop@gmail.com with details?
Thank you!
Staple Platinum Jubilee Committee
(If you would like to join – please do come along to a meeting – dates are published in the Escallop).
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
STAPLE PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS – THE BIG LUNCH – SUNDAY 5 JUNE 2022
I would like the Big Lunch to be:





A street party in The Street (subject to road closure permission)
A street party in Barnsole Road (subject to road closure permission)
A garden party at the Recreation Ground
I have no preference

Name:
…………………………………………………………………............................................................................
Address:………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………
No of Children under
16:……..……………………..………………………Ages:…………………………………………………………
Please place in the box in the Church Porch, the Black Pig or post in the Village Hall post box by 15
March 2022.
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ST JAMES THE GREAT, STAPLE
You are invited to the

Annual Parochial Church Meeting
11.15 a.m. in the Church
Sunday 20 March 2022
(after the service)

•
•
•
•
•
•

Come and find out about what the church in Staple has been doing in the last year and its plans
for the future.
Ask questions
Have your say
Examine the Financial Report and see where the money goes
Elect new churchwardens, PCC members and sidesmen
Offer to participate in services or volunteer for the flower rota, coffee duty etc.

Please do come along. All welcome

Church Notices
Staple Church Coffee Mornings
We were delighted to see so many attend the monthly Coffee Morning last month and many thanks to
our wonderful hosts Michelle and Peter Beer.
Residents and friends soon started arriving at 10.00 and we had a steady flow of people up to 12.00
when the event finished.
The bring and buy had a table full of gifts and goodies and thanks to Michelle we were all soon tucking
into some delicious homemade cakes and sausage rolls.
With everyone’s support and very generous donations we made £213.00 this money raised goes
towards the upkeep of the church. Thank you.
This month’s Coffee Morning will be held on the traditional 2nd Wednesday in the month - Wednesday
9th March at 10.00 until 12.00.
It will be held at the home of Paul and Hema Shaw ‘Sycamore's’ The Street, Staple CT3 1LN and you
are all very welcome.
There will be the usual bring and buy stall, we hope to see you there.

Church Cleaning
On Saturday 26th March we will be meeting in the church from 10.00 to 12.00 for a spring clean of the
building, if you are willing and available, we would love to see you.

Staple Church Family Services
On the Forth Sunday in each month the team at Staple Church lead a service that is for all ages but is
very much focused on children. We sing hymns, say prayers and the children have an opportunity to
take part in art and craft activities and then towards the end of the service the children share the work
they have done with us all, It’s all very friendly. After the service refreshments are served.
This month’s service will be on Sunday 27th March ‘Mothering Sunday’ the service will start and 10.00
and the service usually finishes about 10.45 am.
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We would love to see all Mum’s and Grandparents for this special service as they will be receiving a gift,
however of course you are all very welcome.

Church Fundraising
Just to remind Fundraising Committee Members that our next meeting will be held on Wednesday 2nd
March, at the home of Dave and Doris.
Due to the National release date of the much-anticipated Downtown Abby Film being put back to the end
of April we still have not had confirmation on when we will be holding our Cinema event at The Empire,
Sandwich.
It will definitely be in May as soon the date has been confirmed we will let you all know.
Question master Mark Towlson has offered to run a Easter Quiz for us, therefore we have taken up his
kind offer and we will be holding a Quiz in the village hall on Saturday 9th April from 7.30pm.
It will be the usual bring your own food and drinks, entrance will be £5 and teams of up to 8.
To book a table please contact Dave on 812870 or ring/text Trevor 07980 300084.
On Saturday 24th April we will be holding the very popular St George’s Day lunch when head chef
Michael Burr will be getting ready to put on his toque.
A delicious 3 course meal followed by coffee and mints will be served in Staple Village Hall. And we
could not hold an event without a raffle so prizes would be very welcome.
May Day Bank Holiday Monday 2nd we will be meeting at the church for a ‘May Day Walk’ Michelle has
kindly already planned the route which will take approximately two hours we will setting of from 10.00
and will be heading up Crixhall Lane towards Goodnestone then heading over to Chillenden and then
back to Staple in time for lunch, which is being organised by Kate, we will ask for donations towards the
lunch.
If you are not able to walk, then you are very welcome to come for lunch in the church from 12.00
onwards.
Dogs will be very welcome to join us on the walk and in the church for lunch.
We hope you have the date in your diary Saturday 14th May as we will be holding a ‘Bingo Bangers and
Beans’ evening in the village hall from 7.30pm.
Maxine will be our bingo caller for the evening, and we will have a raffle as well.
Further details of events will be in future magazine, however, please don’t forget it’s back ‘Staple Dog
Show’ on Sunday 4th September on Staple Recreation Ground.

The Retirement of Reverend Robert Stephenson
On Sunday 20th February, Rev Rob Stevenson took his last service
before his retirement, and we were joined by our friends from
Woodnesborough.
Rob was ordained in 2005 and became a self-supporting curate for
Staple and Woodnesborough as it was then.
Therefore, we have been very privileged during the last sixteen and
half years to have had Rob and his wife Tessa leading our services.
They have become true friends to us all and his commitment and
dedication to his faith has always shone through.
In 2014 he was elected chair of the House of Clergy and has had a full
range of priestly responsibilities, lots of weddings including marrying
his own daughter Jennifer in 2019.
The first wedding Rob took was in 2007 when in Staple church he
married Debby and Chris Chapman who live at the The Old Chapel.
He supported Tessa and the messy church team, which met in Staple
Village Hall.
We have very much enjoyed and valued them both being part of our committed and friendly community.
At the end of the service Rob was presented with some money to go towards some good quality bird
watching binoculars, a bottle of Barnsole wine and a bouquet of flowers for Tessa.
We wish them both a very long and happy retirement.
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Subscriptions to The Escallop 2022
The Escallop is Staple Village Magazine which is produced by the Parochial Church Council on behalf of
the village community. It currently has a circulation of 200 and in December the magazine is distributed
to all homes in the Village. The magazine is aimed at a wide village audience and provides a means of
sharing information for all residents and all community organisations.
If you would like to receive the magazine each month, please speak to your distributor, or email
theEscallop@gmail.com . If you would like to advertise in the Escallop, please use the same email.
Payments for advertisements for 2022 are now due. We would be keen to have a few more advertisers
– if you know of a local tradesman who would be interested, please do ask them to contact us.
Subscriptions for the Escallop are now due. Thank you very much to all those who have already paid
their distributor or paid online. If you haven’t paid yet, and still wish to receive the magazine, please let
your distributor have your £5 by 15 March. The distribution list will be updated for the April issue and
those who have not paid will no longer receive the magazine. You can email the Escallop to find out who
your distributor is if you do not know.
Online payments for subs can be made direct to the PCC bank account
Parochial Church Council of Staple
Sort Code 60-18-34
Account Number 97211524.
Please use the reference “Escallop Subs”
To help us to track online payments, please could you email the Escallop@gmail.com to confirm that you
have paid this way, including your name and address? Thank you very much.

Community Outreach Co-ordinator
(Part time)
As part of their mission to the wider community, Walmer Parish Churches are seeking to appoint a parttime Community Outreach Co-ordinator based at St Saviour’s church, The Strand, Walmer to
1.
2.
3.
4.

develop new community activities and build new partnerships within the wider area.
enhance existing community links
build, lead, and supervise a team of volunteers to help run activities
open up St Saviours Church for new uses by all those who live and work nearby

For more information and the full job description, please contact
The Rev’d Seth Cooper,
Elizabeth House, 32 St Mary’s Road,
Walmer, Deal, Kent, CT14 7NQ;
phone 01304 366605;
email vicar@walmerparishchurches.org;
or go to website link http://www.walmerparishchurches.org/Vacancy.htm
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Can we have any unwanted ‘bottles of booze’ you have?
On Sunday 26th June, the Staple Country Fayre will once again have a ‘Barrow of Booze’ up for grabs.
To win this great prize, fayregoers need only to buy a ticket.
But first, we need to fill the barrow. – And that’s where you come in.
We’d like you to donate bottles of wine, beer, spirits, lager… in fact, anything that’s alcoholic (and unopened).
If you are able to help, then please call one of the committee members below, and they will be happy to
call on you to collect your bottle (or bottles). -

PENNY: 01304 449110
CAROL: 01304 812606
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Community First Aid Course

In Dec 2021, as a business, we decided not to send business Christmas cards. Instead, we would use
the funds to run a community first aid course.
Therefore, Staple Village Hall has been booked provisionally for Wednesday 23rd March 2022 for a
community first aid course starting at 6:00pm (probably end at 9pm)
There is space for 14 people to attend, and the instructor is a fully qualified First Aid instructor and
everyone attending will receive a certificate.
The course will include the use of defibrillators.
The course is open to anyone in Staple. Preferably, we would like one application per household so that
there will be a large variety of people trained.
If you would like to attend, please contact me; Russ Timpson
email: russ.timpson@crisisboardroom.com
Regards
Russ Timpson
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Staple Country & Craft Fayre
Sunday 26th June 2022
It still seems strange to see ‘2022’! A new year; a new date to write . . . . . .
and a new Fayre!
When Covid-19 once again resulted in a cancelled Staple Country Fayre, we had
already put in place a lot of the elements of the Fayre. (The 2020 event). So now
it's a case of carrying on where we left off; and getting down to the hard work of
planning and staging a brilliant, value-for-money day out for the people of Staple
and their neighbours.
The 2022 event will be Staple's 30th Country & Craft Fayre; so that's yet another
reason to celebrate its return.
A lot has happened since the cancelled 2020 Fayre: Having provided brilliant help with the Fayres over many years,
several key players are taking a break / standing down:
Mick & Mags Burr have helped with just about every aspect of the Fayres. As well
as being committee members, Mick & Mags helped with organising several stalls /
ran the Barrow of Booze attraction and took care of managing the Fayre Programme
ads. They will be an extremely difficult act to follow! - And the Fayre committee
would like to thank them for their invaluable help over the years.
Another long-standing member of the team is also standing down/taking a break:
Nick Coulson has organised and manned the Beer Tent for many years. (And also
took care of our licensing needs – for both the Beer Tent and the Pimm's Bar). The
Fayre committee would like to thank Nick for his continued support for the Fayre /
hard work over the years.
Having been the Fayre's Booking Officer for nearly thirty years, Val Bartlett has decided to stand down and take a
well-earned rest. The Fayre committee would like to thank Val for her decades of help with Staple's Country Fayres.
Although continuing their support/assistance with the Fayres;
Neil & Glynis McCollum have stood down from the Fayre
Committee. The Fayre committee would like to thank them for
their years of help on the Committee / help with the Fayres.
Also continuing their support/assistance with the Fayres, but
standing down from the committee are Kate & Phil
Newcombe. The Fayre committee would like to thank them for
their years of help on the Committee / help with the Fayres.
On the subject of thanks; the Fayre Committee would like to thank
Matthew Cullen for stepping in to help them with their quest for
a parking area. It's no exaggeration to say that without Matthew's
kind offer, the 2022 Fayre simply wouldn’t have happened!
Parking has always been a key requirement for staging a Staple
Country Fayre. And over the years we’ve been lucky to have found
local landowners willing to let us make use of their fields. So our
thanks go to Rex Cadman & Georgie Martin, Nigel & Pauline
Horwood and Jill Boyd.
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Although there's still a lot of organising to do; we have already arranged for many of the most popular attractions
to appear at the next Fayre. These include the excellent Southern Cruisers, Juggle-it-All, The Mighty Smith, The
Victory Wartime Band. Bridget Burridge's Maypole Dancers, Thanet Classic Cars, The East Kent Motorcycle Club
and Stationary Engines. We’re also hoping to arrange for Shelby James to once again provide us with her brilliant
Face-Painting service.
At the last Fayre, the East Kent Classic Motorcycle Club kindly stepped in to
save the day, when our Classic Scooter group couldn’t make it. This year,
they’ve had far more notice, and so will be bringing along a lot more of their
great machines. The Fayre Committee would like to thank Gari Machin for
organising this.
Making a very welcome return to the Fayre (having attended several years
ago); we have Carrie Horwood's Cat's Eye Carving stall. Carrie used to live
in Staple, and is a talented, traditionally trained stone carver; with a studio
on the edge of the Forest of Dean in Gloucestershire. Carrie will be demonstrating her skills, as well as bringing
along items for sale.
The 2022 Fayre will be the Country Fayre Committee's first opportunity to try out its
new gas barbecue. This, together with the existing barbecues will greatly increase
the cooking power/speed up the serving (and hopefully shorten the queues!). Once
again the Black Pig crew will be running the barbecue. The Black Pig has always had
a close connection to the Fayre: having been its main sponsor; and more recently
having been the Fayre's barbecue team.
You’ll have noticed that the logo at the top of this page is very different to the 2019 logo. It's been updated, to
include a new icon and a new name – The ACS group. Charlie Austin has kindly taken on the role of main sponsor
of the Fayre, via his company, Austin Contract Services.
While a lot of the work organising / running the Fayre is carried out by the hard-working Fayre Committee; a great
deal of work is also carried out by a ‘non-committee team’. (Whose members include Tony Panayides, Dave Kirk,
Jason Smith and Mia Brooman.)
Once again we’ve been able to secure the services of perhaps THE most important element of the fayres. – The
Thanet Explorers. (We literally couldn’t do it without them!) So the Country Fayre Committee
would like to thank the Thanet Explorers’ leader, Sasha McCollum for once again arranging
the Explorers’ help.
For the last few Fayres we’ve lined the entrance drive with military vehicles. This has proved
to be a very popular move. So these lovely old vehicles (kindly arranged by Georgie Martin)
have joined the list of attractions which are now essential elements of every Fayre.
Over 30 people have already booked a stall at the Fayre; but we’ve still some spaces left. If
you or someone you know would like to book a stall, then please contact the Fayre's
Booking Officer, Penny (on 01304-449110 or pennyhislop@hotmail.co.uk).
During a particularly gloomy January, it's hard to imagine long Summer days, warmth and brilliant sunshine. And
after countless lockdowns and cancelled Fayres; it's also hard to imagine being at a Staple Country Fayre. - But it's
only five months away!
In no time at all, Summer will be here – and so will the 30th Staple Country Fayre.
So please make a date in your diary: It's Sunday 26th June 2022. The atmosphere and success of the fayres is
directly linked to numbers: The more people that turn up – the better it is for all. So we’re hoping for a huge
attendance. Please invite your friends along; and please spread the word on social media / share the Country Fayre
Facebook Page's posts.

16

Staple Country & Craft Fayre Sunday 26th June 2022
After decades of helping with the Fayre, Martin Bartlett is taking a well-deserved rest from running
the Coconut Stall.

We need help manning this attraction.

– Ideally, we need a group of volunteers to man this stall in
shifts. (So, they won’t miss out on seeing the Fayre!) Please get in touch if you would like to help us with this
stall. (Contact John on 07596-235852 or john.kirkkpa@btopenworld.com)

STALLS:

There are four types of stalls at Staple Country Fayres:

1.

Third-Party Stalls: Where attractions and goods are provided by non-committee personnel; and where
part of the profit is donated to the Country Fayre. (Fairground Rides, Candy Floss, Bouncy Castle, Hot
Donut Van etc).

2.

‘Craft Stalls’: Where, for a small fee, people are able to have their own stall and sell their wares or
advertise their services.

3.

Craft Demo Stalls: Where rural craftspeople (such as wood-turners, leatherworkers and stonemasons
demonstrate their skills).

4.

“Committee Stalls”: Which are the stalls and attractions manned by local groups, clubs and friends of the
Country Fayre. (e.g., Martin Bartlett's Coconut Shy, Richard & Bonnie Barbers’ Bowl a Pig Stall, PreSchool's Balloons in a Car Stall, Pip Russell's Ice Cream Stall, Parent & Toddlers’ Toy Stall, Carol Kirk's Brica-Brac Stall, Michelle Beer's Cake Stall etc).

We need help manning a new committee stall (or stalls):
Many years ago, we had attractions such as ‘Play Your Cards Right’. These stalls were organised /
manned by friends of the Fayre (who also provided the equipment). If you have such attractions
and/or are willing to man a stall; then please do get in touch.
(Contact John on 07596-235852 or john.kirkkpa@btopenworld.com)
Ideally, we need a group of volunteers to man the stalls in shifts. (So, they won’t miss out on seeing the Fayre!)
SPONSORSHIP: WE STILL NEED MORE SPONSORS. There are various sponsorship options. One
being to sponsor our new ‘Spin The Wheel’ attraction. (i.e., by kindly providing the £100 prize ☺ ).
Details of the sponsorship options can be found on the Fayre's website,
http://www.staplecountryfayre.com
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The Founding of the FNC/NSB UK Branch
In February 1919, a group of First World War Veterans met in the “Rose Blanche”, a brasserie in the
Grand Place de Bruxelles and formed the NSB/FNC. This stood for Nationale Strijdersbond van
Belgie/Federation Nationale des Combattants de Belgique. A plaque on the wall outside the Rose
Blanche commemorates this meeting. The interior remains very similar now as it was then.

During the Second World War, the Germans extinguished the eternal flame at the Colonne du Congres
in Brussels. However, a torch was lit from the eternal flame in Westminster Abbey after the end of the
war. It was then taken to Brussels to relight the flame that had been extinguished.
In 1965, under the auspices of the NSB/FNC UK, and supported by their HQ in Bussells, a torch was lit
in the Abbey and taken on a pilgrimage through Belgium to Brussels. Sadly, over a period of years, the
NSB/FNC UK Branch ceased to exist. The NSB/FNC now has around 13,000 members and is proud to
announce that the UK has once again got its own branch. Its first Board Meeting took place on the 16th
November 2021. The mission statement and strapline is, “NO BELGIAN FALLEN SHALL BE
FORGOTTEN ON U.K. SOIL”. This is really important as there are 103 Belgian grave sites, 382 graves
and an RAF Memorial at Runnymeade for those with no known grave.
Each grave will be honoured and commemorated in a rolling programme every two years. In addition,
the UK Branch will participate in many of the Belgian commemorative events both in the UK and
Belgium. These will include the Cenotaph, the King’s Day Parade and Relais Sacre. There will be fund
raising events as well as an annual dinner.
Membership is open to both those who have a service background, and to those who do not but are
committed to the mission and principles behind the NSB/FNC. This revolves around those who are
commemorated in the UK (those who, so sadly, never made it home to Belgium) and in Belgium.
Anyone wishing to be part of this prestigious organisation should contact the Secretary, Mrs Anita Peall,
Treetops, Wheatsheafe Lane, Martin, Dover, Kent CT15 5LN, e-mail: anitacpeall@yahoo.co.uk.
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STAPLE BRANCH THE ROYAL
BRITISH LEGION
Meeting at the Black Pig, Barnsole Road, Staple on the
second Thursday of each month. We welcome new members.
You do not have to have served in the Armed Forces to become a member, only have the aims and objects
of The Legion at heart: Comradeship, Welfare, Representation and Remembrance. Please contact the
Secretary, for more details by email at: TRBLStaplesec@btinternet.com or just turn up for a meeting –
watch The Escallop for special events. Do have a look at our website on:
https://rblstaple.wix.com/rblstaple where there is much of interest, including Lost Sons of Staple
profiles and the story and pictures of the construction of the Remembrance Garden.
How nice to be able to report that we have been able to have a face-to-face meeting at last, held in the
Black Pig on 10th February and our thanks to Reece and his staff for making us so welcome. We were
very happy to welcome new members to the Branch. It is a great pleasure to see them and hope that
more of the new residents to the village will join us. We did, also, attempt to have our distant and still
vulnerable members join us via Zoom but, although Zoom works for small meetings like Committee, it
didn’t work for larger spaces and big screens. Still, it was nice to wave to Michael Muncer in Somerset,
whom we haven’t seen for a while and who sends his good wishes to all his friends in Staple.
The 12th February saw the 80th Anniversary of The Channel Dash. The Chairman attended a moving
ceremony in one of the hangers in what was RAF Manston. This will be the last such ceremony at
Manston as it will move to Ramsgate as of next year.
In February 1942 three of Germany’s largest warships, Scharnhorst, Gneisenau and Prinz Eugin,
together with an escort of Destroyers, E boats and air cover from the Luftwaffe were to make a ‘dash’
from Brest through the Channel to the North Sea where they could attack the convoys to Russia and the
Atlantic. A combined operation by the RAF and Royal Navy was planned to halt this ‘dash’ and
neutralise the danger that these huge warships let loose in the North Sea would pose. Part of this attack
force were 6 Fairey Swordfish torpedo bombers from the Fleet Air Arm which were moved to RAF
Manston. These slow old bi-planes would have looked more at home in WW1, but were expected to be
attacking at night with Beaufort Torpedo Bombers and Spitfire cover. Due to a catastrophic combination
of adverse weather conditions, poor communications and the speed of the German convoy the swordfish
were asked to attack virtually alone. Their Admiral pleaded with the First Sea Lord not to be asked to
send 18 men to almost certain death and was told that, “The Navy will attack the enemy whenever and
wherever he is to be found”. With extraordinary bravery, the crews of the Swordfish attack with every
flak gun in the fleet opening up on the slow aircraft as they released their torpedos. All of the Fairey
Swordfish were destroyed with only five wounded crew surviving, picked up from the sea. The German
Destroyers arrived in port with only minor damage from mines but were kept virtually trapped in port by
continuous bombing by RAF Bomber Command. The British Press were, understandably, outraged and
an enquiry, not published until 1946, was considered a whitewash.
Memorials to these brave flyers can be found in Dover and on
Ramsgate Harbour.
Yet another example of the Pity of War and the price of our
freedom that the Legion is proud to remember.

Looking forward to the Platinum Jubilee of our Patron, Her
Majesty
the Queen we will be planning something suitable and also assisting where we can with any village
events.
The next meeting will be on March 10th, in the Black Pig at 7 for 7.30pm. The Chairman may be hors de
combat, so we will think of a dinner night in April.
Watch this space!
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Calling all wildlife enthusiasts to join Staple Wildlife Friendly Village Working
Group!
Could you be the person we are looking for? Do you enjoy walking the village footpaths and glimpsing
yellow hammers taking off from the hedgerow, making their undulating flight across the open fields?
Have you heard the eerie sound of a buzzard calling overhead and looked up to spy the raptor circling
above you? Do you delight in the seasonal garden visitors, like the first brimstone butterflies or the
cheeky robins who wait for you to dig up worms for them as you turn the soil? These rare encounters
with wildlife can be both thrilling and wonderful!
This ‘nature connectiveness’ is not a modern-day phenomenon - since our ancestors worked much more
closely with the environment, be it behind the plough or gleaning from harvested fields - yet new
research by The Nature Connectedness Research Group into our relationship to the environment has
revealed this can be good for us: “contact with nature can be beneficial, for example, leading to
improvements in mood, cognition, and health”. When we experience the outdoors within a natural space,
we feel less stressed, our heart and blood pressures lower, and we can let go of some of our everyday
concerns. As we walk amongst trees and plants, we breath in phytoncides, the chemical that these
naturally produce to fight off harmful bacteria, which can strengthen our immune systems.

The Staple Wildlife Friendly Village Project, established during the first lockdown in 2019, aims to restore
lost habitat by re-wilding parts of the village so that wildlife can return. Climate Change is now a fact of
life; without individuals working together to find solutions to the causes of global warming we risk losing
so much of our countryside and the biodiversity which makes Staple such a special place to live in. We
have already planted trees, hedges and scattered wildflower seeds. We run bi-monthly litter picks round
the village and seek to encourage everyone to set aside an area of their gardens for wildlife.
If you think you could contribute to our vital work by joining in our work parties, please contact us:
wildlife-friendlyvillage@outlook.com or come along to our next Wildlife talk, details on following page:
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SWFV Proudly Presents the second in a series
of Wildlife Talks…

Small Mammals
Victoria May from Wildwood

Where?
Staple Village Hall
When?
24th March at 7:30pm

Entrance £5, includes refreshments
Further details from: wildlife-friendlyvillage@outlook.com
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The Arts Society Sandwich
This friendly, local society would love to meet you!
The next Arts Society Sandwich lecture will be held in The Guildhall, Sandwich, at 7pm with
refreshments served from 6.30pm.
Monday 7 March 2022
The Queen of Instruments. The Lute within Old Master Paintings - Adam Busiakiewicz

This lecture will consider the lute, and other musical instruments, as devices to
express various aspects of the human character. There will be a live demonstration.
If you are not yet a member but find this interesting ….
we welcome non-members but would appreciate a £6 contribution per event for
attending our lectures.
Please visit www.sandwichdfas.org.uk for membership and programme
information. You can follow us on Facebook@theartssocietysandwich

Circumstances outside the Committee`s control may require the lecture programme to be altered. Copyright©2021 The Arts Society
Sandwich. All rights reserved. The Arts Society Sandwich is a branch of The Arts Society which is the operating name of the National
Association of Decorative and Fine Arts (NADFAS), a company limited by guarantee (04307984) with charitable status.

Our next lecture will be on the 4th of April 2022: Douglas Skeggs speaks about Titian – ‘The first
modern artist’.
This lecture illustrates Titian’s painting process, creating a style and method that
shaped the art of the Baroque and cast its influence over every painter of the
next four centuries.
Do join us at one or all of these lectures whether or not a member. You will find
them inspiring, entertaining and informing.
If you’d like to try us out before joining as a member, feel free to come as a guest
to one of our monthly lectures and if it’s at The Guildhall in Sandwich, you get a free glass of wine before
the lecture. You can even bring a friend! Happily, you can attend as a guest as many times as you wish!
All lectures start at 6:30pm and guests need only pay £6 on the door or in advance.
Full Membership for the year is £50 and runs from January to December. As well as opportunities to join
Study Days and outings, you will receive The Arts Society magazine up to three times during the year
and updates by email on local arts events and upcoming lectures.
It’s very easy to join: simply complete the online membership form on our website:
https://www.sandwichdfas.org.uk/joining-us/ or you can contact us directly on
membership.sandwich@theartssociety.org
We look forward to meeting you!
Christine Ratcliffe, Vicki Bates, and Crystal Evans
Local members of The Arts Society Sandwich (TASS)
.
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Speedwatch Report
February 2022

I gather that there are very few of us in Staple who are worried about speeding. Either no-one reads my
monthly reports or do not think we have a problem. I would like to read your comments so please email
me or volunteer to assist with Speedwatch. We will welcome you with open arms!
During January we had sessions booked but were cancelled due to the weather but as the weather
returns to normal, we have sessions booked to the end of March.

SID report
The new pole is installed opposite Barnsole Farm so at the end of the month we will be able to see how
many speeders enter the village along Fleming Road

The Street ~ East direction
85th Percentile Speed = 34 MPH
85th Percentile Vehicles = 22,285 counts
Max Speed = 60.0 MPH on 12/01/2022 01:07
Total Vehicles = 26,218 counts
Average Speed = 25.0 MPH
On a per day basis the average speeder was travelling at 39 MPH

Lower Road ~ West Direction
85th Percentile Speed = 34.6 MPH Last month was 34.6 MPH
85th Percentile Vehicles = 16,276 counts Last month was 42,282 counts
Max Speed = 60.0 MPH on 01/01/2022 17:50 Last month was 75.0 MPH
Total Vehicles = 19,148 counts Last month was 49,743 counts
Average Speed = 27.9 MPH Last month was 26.1 MPH
On a per day basis the average speeder was travelling at 39 MPH
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Staple Parish Council
Minutes of Staple Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 9th February 2022, at 7.30 pm in Staple
Village Hall
Councillors present:
Cllr. Trevor Bartlett (Chair), Cllr. John Kirk, Cllr. Sue Coulson, Cllr. Dave Kirk, Cllr. Roger Loukes, Cllr.
Neil McCollum, Mr Jonathan Mount (Parish Clerk).
Members of the public present
2 members of the public present
1.

Apologies for absence:
Cllr. Glynis McCollum.

2.

Declarations of interest:
There were no declarations of interest.

3.

Minutes of previous meeting:
3.1 To approve any amendments and authorise signature of the minutes of the meeting held on
12th January 2022.
The minutes were amended to reflect that Cllr. Roger Loukes, rather than a member of the
public, had mentioned that off road bikes were using the path.
The minutes were duly authorised. (Proposed: Cllr. David Kirk, Seconded: Cllr. John Kirk.)
3.2 Matters arising:
There were no matters arising from the minutes that were not due to be discussed later in the
meeting.

4.

5.

1.
2.
3.

Public session:
There were no matters raised by members of the public.
Councillors’ and PCSO Reports:
1.
DDC (Cllr. M. Connolly): a report was read out by Cllr. Trevor Bartlett (appended
to the end of the minutes.)
2.
KCC (Cllr. S. Chandler): No report received.
3.
PCSO (Eva Winter): No report received. Cllr Roger Loukes reported that he had
had a meeting with the PCSO; and that the following points has been discussed:
Visibility of police cars: suggestion made, that stickers could be put on to the unmarked cars.
(This suggestion has been forwarded to the Police and Crime Commissioner).
Disappointed that attendance of other members of the public at the meeting was rather poor.
Discussion about the lack of report to the Parish Council meetings. The PCSO replied that there
were no crimes to report.
Speedwatch
During January no sessions were held, but we are now booked up with sessions through to the end
of March. Our volunteers have all come forward with their willingness to continue, but we always
looking for additional volunteers.
In the 2 sessions held in the first week of February we booked one white van driver doing 41 MPH
along Lower Road; he had no intention of slowing down.
SID report
The new SID pole has arrived and is installed on Fleming Road opposite Staple Farm. SID is
operational after I cleared away lots of branches. Anomalies may appear as it looks directly at a
Telephone pole.
The Street East direction
85th Percentile Speed = 34 MPH
85th Percentile Vehicles = 22,285 counts
Max Speed = 60.0 MPH on 12/01/2022 01:07
Total Vehicles = 26,218 counts
Average Speed = 25.0 MPH
On a per day basis the average speeder was travelling at 39 MPH
Lower Road West Direction
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85th Percentile Speed = 34.6 MPH Last month was 34.6 MPH
85th Percentile Vehicles = 16,276 counts Last month was 42,282 counts
Max Speed = 60.0 MPH on 01/01/2022 17:50 Last month was 75.0 MPH
Total Vehicles = 19,148 counts Last month was 49,743 counts
Average Speed = 27.9 MPH Last month was 26.1 MPH
On a per day basis the average speeder was travelling at 39 MPH
6. Finance:
6.1 Approval of bank reconciliation for January 2022: The bank reconciliation was approved.
(Proposed: Cllr. John Kirk, Seconded: Cllr. Roger Loukes.)
6.2 Cheques to be approved:
Cheque No. 200400 Clerk’s Salary
£200.00
Cheque No. 200401 HMRC
£39.80
Cheque No. 200398 Trevor Laker
£316.13
These cheques were approved. (Proposed: Cllr. John Kirk, Seconded: Cllr. Roger Loukes.)
6.3 Also approved: Payment of bill for Parish Council website annual payment £249.30 (paid by
BACS)
7. Correspondence received:
7.1 Consideration of KCC sending the Clerk a road closure application form; should it be decided
to hold a street party. Decisions regarding street parties and other celebration measures will be
taken by the Platinum Jubilee Celebration Committee, who in turn will update the PC as to their
progress. Cllr Dave Kirk mentioned the requirement for street parties to not unnecessarily
impede traffic flow on busy thoroughfares. Cllr Sue Coulson suggested that the topic be included
in the next issue of The Escallop. Councillors agreed that a street party would be preferable. Cllr
Sue Coulson said that she would attend the next meeting of the Platinum Jubilee Celebration
Committee.
7.2 Concern raised by a resident regarding a planning application that had been omitted from the
initial, published agenda for the February meeting. To be discussed under planning applications.
8

Planning and other Reports:

Planning
application no:
19/00538/F

19/00538/A

19/00538/E
21/01714
20/00053
19/00538/G
22/00031
19/00538/D

Location
Site at The Three Tuns,
The Street, Staple CT3
1LN
Site at The Three Tuns,
The Street, Staple CT3
1LN
Site at The Three Tuns,
The Street, Staple CT3
1LN
The Rookery, Durlock
Road
Land opposite The Row,
Barnsole Road, Staple
Site at The Three Tuns,
The Street, Staple CT3
1LN
Mill Cottage, Mill Road,
Staple CT3 1LB
Site at The Three Tuns,
The Street, Staple CT3
1LN

Summary

Status

Details of sample panel

Granted

Materials

Granted

Cycle/bin storage

Granted

Erection of detached dwelling, existing
dwelling to be demolished
3 additional windows to ground floor
and internal alterations

Awaiting
decision

Detail scheme for disposal of foul
water and sewerage

Under
Consultation

Erection of a double garage with
play/craft room above

Awaiting
decision

Submission of large-scale drawings

Granted

Granted

Mill Cottage, Mill Road: A member of the public was concerned about the accuracy of the
submission.
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The Clerk will write to the planning officer stating that the PC generally support the plan but are
worried about the inaccuracy on the planning application form.
8.3 Village Hall and Recreation Ground Report:
Cllr John Kirk reported that the level of bookings remained very low; and that old tyres obtained
by Pre-School, but surplus to their requirements were proving to be a problem. It was suggested
that should repeated requests to Pre-School to dispose of these tyres be unsuccessful; then
consideration should be given to their removal to Sandwich tip; and the disposal charge being
reclaimed from Pre-School.
As yet no decision has been made by Youth Club to re-open at the Village Hall.

8.4 SID/Speedwatch:
Cllr Roger Loukes gave a report that is appended at the end of the minutes. He was thanked for
the success of the installation of the new SID. He reported that there are some problems caused
by reflection from a nearby telegraph pole; it has given some inaccurate readings.

8.5: Footpaths:
Cllr Sue Coulson reported that she had spoken to an officer at KCC concerning the planting of
fruit trees that are blocking a footpath. The farmer concerned has been written to and has been
asked by KCC to rectify the situation within 21 days. Cllr Roger Loukes spoke about various
footpaths that no longer existed (he presented a map). Cllr. Sue Coulson said that she would
investigate other footpaths and report back.
9

Items for discussion:
9.1 Arrangements for Annual Parish Meeting.
The pandemic has delayed the timing of recent Annual Parish Meetings. It was decided to hold
the next meeting in May. The Clerk will write to Canterbury Archaeological Trust, requesting that
they arrange a presentation.
9.2 Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations.
The Village Hall & Recreation Ground Committee rejected the first two locations proposed by The
Wildlife Friendly Village Committee; but agreed to a third location; for the planting of tree to
commemorate the Platinum Jubilee.
Brazier: It was agreed that the brazier recommended by Cllr Roger Loukes be purchased
(Proposer: Cllr Roger Loukes, seconded Cllr John Kirk).
It was further agreed that this should be positioned on the grass, adjacent to the Memorial
Garden.
Cllr John Kirk will investigate the purchase of a suitable oak fixing post.
9.3 Report and follow up to meeting with our PCSO (Cllr. Roger Loukes)
Already dealt with under agenda item 5.3.
9.4 Report on meeting with DDC on gypsy and traveller policy (Cllr. Roger Loukes.)
Cllr Roger Loukes gave a short report and said that there was not much of any great significance
to be discussed. The site on the boundary of the parish was discussed in general; and the
arrangements for its sewage disposal in particular. It was agreed that as this site wasn’t in our
parish; there was not much that could be done about it.

10 Any other business:
Additional correspondence, as permitted by the chair.
11 Any confidential items to be discussed:

12 Date of next meeting:
Wednesday 9th March 2022.
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DDC Report
White Cliffs Country - DDC was recognised as one of the best places in the world to visit in Lonely
Planet's Best Travel for 2022 as part of Kent's Heritage Coast and was the only UK destination to
feature within this year's round-up.
Adoption of the Economic Growth Strategy was approved by Cabinet in December following the
adoption of the Tourism and Visitor Economy Strategy in May last year.
We have supported 182 Community with over £198,946.30 funding. as you all know the work of the
voluntary sector is so vitality important and is one of the heart beats of the communities.
I would like to thank the sterling working our voluntary sector deliver across our district.
DDC Lotto - first launched in January 2019 - The scheme has since raised a staggering one
hundred thousand pounds, for local good causes. 150 local good causes have joined the scheme.
DDC were able to support funding of £170k after receiving the district's allocation of the
Government's Household Support Fund from KCC. This grant is intended to be used to support
households most in need, to help them with essentials over the winter. We are very pleased to have
been able to make these allocations and to help this important funding reaching those in our
communities who need support at this time.
Dover Foodbank -£40,000.
Deal Foodbank (which includes rural provision) - £40,000.
Sandwich Age Concern -£20,000.
Deal Centre (Age Concern) - £20,000.
Dover Riverside Centre (Friends of UK) - £20,000.
CAB Dover District-£20,000.
United Families - £1,500.
Severe Weather Emergency £10,326. (To support rough sleepers in severe weather)
We know that the pandemic continues to create challenges, however, there has been a whole range
of success stories during last year and know we get ready for the year ahead we're preparing to
continue to build on the successes of the district into 2022.
Talks are taking place with the owners of The Regent, Deal Roman Painted House in Dover and
Phoenix Centre in Sandwich. The Community team are working with friends of the Phoenix Centre
in supporting them to provide advice and assistance in the opportunity of managing the PC, so that
the community of Sandwich can have their centre back open soon. KCC members are continuing
talks with Roundhouse theatre.
We continue to work hard to invest in and enable regeneration in our district with a range of exciting
projects taking shape. This includes £3.6 million programme of improvements to Dover's Market
Square which is know well underway and spades are in the ground. The 9.1 million work on the
reawakening of the Maison Dieu is also taking pace and work has taken place on emptying the
building. Conservation studio workshop has been put together it's like our very own Repair Shop
was held on Saturday, 29th January. Work on our unique collection of oil paintings and William
Burges furniture. Drop-in sessions held each Wednesday from 11.00 until 15.00 from now until at
least end June. We have also carried out a key renovation of the Deal Timeball Tower, which is up
and running and is now open again. A decision was taken to put on hold works to improve the
forecourt at the Guildhall, Sandwich this will know take place this autumn.
The Dover Fastrack project continues, with KCC know confirming an associated electric bus fleet.
KCC is managing delivery of the project on behalf of DDC, with the two councils working together to
meet a shared ambition to see the district and county become carbon neutral by 2050. Work begins
on the scheme this month with construction expected to take around 18 months. Construction of the
rapid bus transit system includes a new bus, cycle and pedestrian-only bridge across the A2 at
Whitfield, and a new link road from the B&Q roundabout in Whitfield to Dover Road, Guston. The
junction with Dover Road will be for buses, bicycles, and pedestrians only. Much work still needs to
be delivered and we are currently looking into the future of Tides, Deal as we prepare for this year's
budget. Improvements to our road and roundabout's infrastructure are continuing and are formost in
our minds. And the Dover Port Health Authority part of DDC is also moving forward and work is
taking place to move into a new state of the art inspection facility at the former Basildon site,
Whitfield this spring ahead of the increased border checks.
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Thank you to the members who attended the Local Plan meeting recently work know continues to
finalise the final draft of the Local Plan, which sets out a framework for development in the district to
2040. We continue to work with the Tourism and Visitor Economy Strategy to deliver the emerging
Local Plan.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Lois Jarret Head of Planning for all the work she has put
into improvements to the planning department and the most effective and efficient way she has
helped with potential developers to the District.
Lois has now retired wish her a long and happy retirement.
Her replacement has been appointed.
We have much to look forward to and especially the Queen's Platinum Jubilee Celebration's in June
and DDC have launched a website to assist our residents and organisations to get involved and I
am delighted to announce that we will have some funding to help with events, further details will
follow.
Planning a street party or beacon lighting to mark the occasion, we've put together lots of practical
information to help you but on an event ➡️ https://dover.gov.uk/community/EventPlanning/HerMajesty-The-Queens-Platinum-Jubilee.aspx

Solar Together Kent

Dover District Council is working in partnership with Kent County Council on the second round of Solar
Together Kent, which is part of Dover District Council’s commitment to tackling the climate emergency.
Solar Together Kent is a group-buying scheme, which brings Kent households and small businesses
together to get high-quality solar panels at a competitive price. Having your own solar panels means you
can save on your energy bill as well as reduce your carbon emissions. The scheme helps you through
the whole process, keeping you informed at every stage.
Local residents can register for free and without obligation online where you will fill in the details of your
roof, like size and position. Installations will generally not need planning permission. However, in some
cases, such as in Conservation Areas and on Listed Buildings, planning permission may be required. For
more information, please visit https://www.dover.gov.uk/Planning/Planning-Applications/MakingApplications/Do-I-need-Permission.aspx
If you already have solar panels installed, you can also register to have battery storage added to your
existing solar panels to maximise the benefits of your system.
To register or for more information Visit www.solartogether.co.uk/dover.

28

Sandwich Connect Bus Service
As reported previously, funding for the Sandwich Connect bus service was secured until March 2022. KCC
are currently awaiting the outcome of its bid for funding submitted in response to the National Bus Strategy.
When the outcome is known, the evaluation of KCC’s subsidised bus services going forward can be
completed. The date for that is not yet known. In the meantime, as a result of this situation, it has been
confirmed that the contract for the Sandwich Connect service has been extended until July this year.

Staple- Sandwich - Northbourne - Mongeham
Mondays to Fridays
Staple, Three Tuns
Staple, The Street
Staple, Durlock Nursery
Guilton Corner
Ash, The Chequer Inn
Ash, Mill Field
Woodnesborough, Oak Hill
Sandwich, The Guildhall
Arr:
Dep:
Northbourne, Updown Lane
Northbourne, Crossroads
Mongeham, Church Close
Mongeham, Church
Mongeham, Village Hall
St Nicholas Close Bus Shelter
Arr:
Dep:
Mongeham - Northbourne - Sandwich - Staple
Mondays to Fridays
Mongeham, Village Hall
Mongeham, Church
Mongeham, Church Close
Northbourne, Crossroads
Northbourne, Updown Lane
Sandwich, The Guildhall
Arr:
Dep:
Woodnesborough, Oak Hill
Ash, Mill Field
Ash, The Chequer Inn
Guilton Corner
Staple, Durlock Nursery
Staple, The Street
Staple, Three Tuns

0939
0940
0943
0945
0946
0949
0953
0959
1002
1009
1012
1016
1017
1018
1020
1022

1109
1110
1113
1115
1116
1119
1123
1129
1132
1139
1142
1146
1147
1148
1150
1152

1309
1310
1313
1315
1316
1319
1323
1329
1332
1339
1342
1346
1347
1348
1350
1352

1439
1440
1443
1445
1445
1448
1451
1457
1500
1507
1510
1514
1515
1516
1518
1522

1024
1025
1026
1030
1033
1040
1043
1049
1053
1056
1057
1059
1102
1103

1154
1155
1156
1200
1203
1210
1243
1249
1252
1256
1257
1259
1302
1303

1354
1355
1356
1400
1403
1410
1413
1419
1423
1426
1427
1429
1432
1433

1524
1525
1526
1530
1533
1540
1543
1549
1553
1556
1557
1559
1602
1603
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Staple Village Hall & Recreation Ground
Mill Road, Staple CT3 1LB www.staplevillagehall.com

Whether it’s post-lockdown nervousness, a post-Xmas dip in
activity, post-New Year's Eve apathy; or countless other
reasons; the usual, constant stream of booking enquiries for
Staple Village Hall is currently at an all-time low.
So perhaps it's a good time to remind would-be hirers of just what an ideal venue the Village Hall is:

Unusually for a village hall, it's located in a quiet, rural location. It also
has a huge village green literally on its doorstep. And then there's the
parking: There's a long driveway which can accommodate a large
number of vehicles.
The large, spacious (and always spotlessly clean) hall has standing
capacity for around 128 people; seating, tables, crockery and cutlery for
over 100 people.
There's also a well-equipped kitchen, with a serving hatch into the main
hall.

A small side room, adjacent to the main hall and kitchen, can act as a useful dressing room for productions,
a storage area for food & drink, a waiting room etc. (n.b. This room isn't usually included in the main hire
charge but can be booked as an extra to a main hall booking, or booked on its own).
The Hall is an ideal venue for wedding receptions, anniversary
celebrations, dances, ceilidhs, parties, birthday parties,
corporate events, meetings, conferences, drama, music,
performing arts, training courses, youth organisations,
fundraising events, local clubs and organisations.

As Staple residents, most of you will already
know all about the Hall and what it has to offer. But your friends and colleagues may
not.
So please let them know what an ideal venue it is / what great facilities it offers / how
easy and affordable it is to book.
To book the hall, or to find out more about what it has to offer, please call the Booking Officer,

Coulson on 01304 - 812340
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Sue

THE BLACKJ.PIG
STAPLE
Dilnot
Smith & Son
Barnsole Road, Canterbury,
Kent, CT3 1LE
Independent
01304 813723

Funeral Directors

Offices & Chapels at Deal and Sandwich
184 Gladstone Road, Walmer, Deal CT14 7EL.
Telephone: 01304 380914
Beacon Lane, Woodnesborough,
Sandwich CT13 0PD.
Telephone: 01304 812300

Email: enquiries@jdilnotsmith.co.uk

Website: www.jdilnotsmith.co.uk

Now open 7 days a week:
Opening Times
Sunday - Monday 8am until 8pm
Tuesday – Saturday 8am until 11pm
Pub
Food served: 12-3 & 6-8 Monday to Saturday, 12-8 Sundays.

Tuesday – Sunday

12 p.m. – Sunset (8 ish)

Village store and tearoom now open: Teas and coffee, cream teas, breakfast,
brunch and lunch, daily newspapers,
fresh
bread and other daily essentials.
Food
Service
Stocking suggestions
welcome.
Tuesday
– Saturday 12 p.m. – 7.30 p.m.

12 p.m.
– 5please
p.m. call us on
If you would like to book one of Sunday
our five en-suite
rooms,
A traditional English country pub: With oak beams, hops, a large
01304 813723.

enclosed garden, an open fire,Shop
friendly staff and homemade, high
quality meals, made
from to
locally
sourced
ingredients.
Tuesdays
Friday
12 p.m.
– Sunset (8 ish)
Saturday – Sunday

9 a.m. – Sunset (8 ish)

Takeaway food is available
Thursday to Saturday 12pm – 7.30 p.m.
Roasts on Sundays from 12 – 5 p.m.
Please see our Facebook page for more detail and menus.
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Advertising in the
Escallop 2022
If you would like to advertise
in the Escallop,
please contact the Editor at
Contact Trevor at:
Contact Andy at:
TheEscallop@gmail.com
11 King
Street
21 High Street
Ramsgate
Deal
Kent CT11 8NN
CT14 7AA
ReasonableKent
rates
!
01843 591122
01304
369113
07980300084
07875996659
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THE CARPETMAN

HOROLOGY REPAIRS

DAVID BRAZIER est. over 20 years
T. PETTMAN
CLOCKMAKER

LOCAL SUPPLIER AND FITTER OF QUALITY FLOORING

Specialists in
Antique Clock Restoration

CHOOSE FROM A HUGE RANGE
OF CARPETS, VINYLS AND OTHER
FLOORING BELOW SHOP PRICES
IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME.

Telephone: 01843 825050
Mobile: 07860 498963

THE SCHOOL HOUSE,
WARE, ASH,

TEL: 01304 813372
MOB: 07976 037683
WWW.thecarpetman.org.uk
DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL ENQUIRIES WELCOME
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AP Electrical
Your Reliable, Local Electrician
All domestic and commercial work undertaken
1.
NAPIT Approved Electrician
2.
Re-Wires
3.
Test and Inspection
4.
Extra Sockets and alterations
5.
Consumer unit changes
6.
Landlord certificates
7.
New Build and extensions
8.
Free Estimates
9.
Part P Approved
10.
All work tested, certificated and guaranteed
11.
Emergency call out
12.
Fully Insured
Mobile: 07734 087669
Web: www.ap-electricalservices.co.uk
Email: tony@ap-electricalservices.co.uk
Email: tony@ap-electricalservices.co.uk
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