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Disclaimer
The Editor reserves the right to cut, edit or refuse to
publish any contributions and does not necessarily agree
with opinions expressed in published articles.
All advertisements in the magazine are inserted in good
faith, but the magazine committee accepts no
responsibility for any statement made by the advertisers;
nor endorses the products or services offered.

Editors
March – Belinda
April - Belinda
If you are interested in joining the Escallop editorial team,
we would love to hear from you. Please email
theEscallop@gmail.com or contact one of
the existing editors.

The Escallop is printed by
Print Matters.
Please consider them for all
your printing needs

Please note that the monthly editions of Escallop are also posted electronically on the stapleonline website at www.staple-online.com/escallop.html.
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Letter from Kirrilee
A happy new year to you all. Thank you so much for the very warm welcome I
have received since my arrival in early November.
We are now in the season of Epiphany. Epiphany means ‘a moment of sudden
and great revelation or realisation’. Epiphany is full to overflowing, with deep
theological themes and challenges. One of these is that of the journey. At
Christmas we journeyed to the manger to see Jesus, Son of God, born in a stable.
This season we remember the Wise Ones, stargazers, the Magi, and their long and arduous journey,
following a bright new star. They followed the star and their pilgrimage eventually led them to the child
and Mary his mother. They knelt and worshipped him, offering gifts – Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh.
They were changed by this Holy Encounter and went home a very different way, by a different route.
Another arduous journey was also undertaken - that of the Holy Family. The threat from Herod meant
that Mary, Joseph and Jesus had to flee the country of their birth and they found refuge in Egypt, until it
was safe to return. We often forget that Jesus was a refugee. Does this information soften our hearts to
those making arduous journeys – to our shores – at this time? Epiphany is a season to reflect on
journeys – both outer and inner.
Journeys and Holy encounters… what new things might be revealed to us this year?
How will we receive these revelations?
What new journeys are we called to travel on?
We are still journeying through the winter as well as the COVID pandemic, but we hope for brighter days
ahead. For some this winter has been a dark journey, but spring will come again. I hope you will find
comfort in the warmth of the love of God, in the following days and weeks.
Kirrilee

A poem by John O’Donohue.
Ideally, a human life should be a
constant pilgrimage of discovery.
The most exciting discoveries happen
at frontiers.
When you come to know something new
you come closer to yourself and the
world.
Discovery enlarges and refines your
sensibility.
When you discover something,
you transfigure some of
the forsakenness of the world –
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STAPLE EVENTS CALENDAR
Thursday 20 January 2022
Friday 21 January 2022
Saturday 22 January 2022
Sunday 23 January 2022
Monday 24 January 2022
Tuesday 25 January 2022
Wednesday 26 January 2022
Thursday 27 January 202
Friday 28 January 2022
Saturday 29 January 2022
Sunday 30 January 2022
Monday 31 January 2022
Tuesday 1 February 2022
Wednesday 2 February 2022
Thursday 3 February 2022
Friday 4 February 2022
Saturday 5 February 2022
Sunday 6 February 2022
Monday 7 February 2022
Tuesday 8 February 2022
Wednesday 9 February 2022
Thursday 10 February 2022
Friday 11 February 2022
Saturday 12 February 2022
Sunday 13 February 2022
Monday 14 February 2022
Tuesday 15 February 2022
Wednesday 16 February 2022
Thursday 17 February 2022
Friday 18 February 2022
Saturday 19 February 2022
Sunday 20 February 2022
Monday 21 February 2022
Tuesday 22 February 2022
Wednesday 23 February 2022
Thursday 24 February 2022
Friday 25 February 2022
Saturday 26 February 2022
Sunday 27 February 2022
Monday 28 February 2022

Turtle Doves – talk – 7.30 p.m. – Staple Village Hall
Family Service – 10 a.m. – Staple Church
Parent and Toddlers – 1.15 – 2.45 – Village Hall

No church service in Staple. Benefice Service in
Woodnesborough at 10 a.m.
PCC meeting – 7.30 p.m. at the Old Nursery, School Lane
Parent and Toddlers – 1.15 – 2.45 – Village Hall

Said Communion – 10 a.m. Staple Church
Church Coffee Morning 10 a.m. – The Dell, The Street
Parent and Toddlers – 1.15 – 2.45 – Village Hall
Parish Council Meeting – 7.30 p.m. – Village Hall

No church service in Staple
Parent and Toddlers – 1.15 – 2.45 – Village Hall
Platinum Jubilee Meeting – 7.30 at the Black Pig

Holy Communion - 10.00 a.m. - Staple Church
Copy Date for the Escallop

Family Service – 10 a.m. – Staple Church

Waste and recycling collections
These are now back to normal. To check your collection day or to report a missed collection,
please see https://collections.dover.gov.uk/property.
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Useful Contact Numbers

Interim Priest

Rev Kirrilee Reid

Curate

Rev Robert Stevenson

01304 611323 (or via a
Churchwarden)
01304 366003

From 5 July 2021, the parish of Staple will be in interregnum (i.e. temporarily without a
rector). If you have any enquiries about baptisms, weddings or funerals, please contact the
Benefice Office, Church Hall, Church Street, Eastry CT13 0HH The office is open on
Wednesdays 10.45 a.m. – 12.45 p.m. and Fridays from 10 a.m. - 12 noon.
Contact 01304 611323 (with answerphone). Email eastry.benefice@gmail.com.
Alternatively, please get in touch with one of the Churchwardens.
Church Wardens

Vanessa Nedderman

01304 813492
07980 300084
01304 812515

Staple PCC

Sue Coulson - Secretary
Pat Heathfield - Treasurer

01304 812340
01227 713396

Parent & Toddler’s Group

Heidi Stevenson

01304 812050

Staple Parish Council
Clerk to Parish Council

Cllr Trevor Bartlett Chairman
Jonathan Mount

01304 813492
01227 728490
stapleparishclerk@yahoo.co.uk

Staple Youth Club

Angela Chandler

01304 812716

Staple Pre School

On Call contact

07816 841429

Footpaths Officer

Sue Coulson

01304 812340

Staple Village Hall

John Kirk – Chairman
Sue Coulson - Bookings

01304 813178
01304 812340

District Councillors

Cllr Trevor Bartlett
Cllr Mike Connolly
Cllr Sue Chandler

01304 813492
01227 722979
01304 813688

KCC Councillor
www.staple-online.com

Trevor Bartlett

John Kirk

Parish Magazine

theEscallop@gmail.com

01304 812515

Dover District Council

www.dover.gov.uk

01304 821199

Email: customerservices@dover.gov.uk
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St James the Great, Staple: Services for January and February 2022
202
Everyone is very welcome at all services – please do come along and join us.
If you need further information please contact Vanessa (812515) or Trevor (813492).
Details of services in other benefice churches can be found at www.ewbchurches.org.uk
Sunday 23 January
STAPLE
Woodnesborough

Epiphany 3
10.00 a.m.
10.00 a.m.

Sunday 30 January
STAPLE
Woodnesborough

Presentation of Christ in the Temple
NO SERVICE
10.00 a.m.
Benefice Communion Service

Sunday 6 February
STAPLE

4 Sunday before Lent
10.00 a.m.
Said Holy Communion

Sunday 13 February
STAPLE
Woodnesborough

3 Sunday before Lent
NO SERVICE
10.00 a.m.
Holy Communion

Sunday 20 February
STAPLE

2 Sunday before Lent
10.00 a.m.
Holy Communion

Sunday 27 February
STAPLE
Woodnesborough

Sunday before Lent
10.00 a.m.
Family Service
10.00 a.m.
Holy Communion

Wednesday 2 March

Ash Wednesday
Please see benefice website for services.

Sunday 6 March
STAPLE

Lent 1
10.00 a.m.

Family Service
Holy Communion

th

rd

nd

Said Holy Communion

Church Rota
Date
23 January
30 January

Sidesman
Rachel

Readers
Prayers
Bells
Coffee
Sue, Shelley
Andy
Kate
Kate and Phil
Benefice Service in Woodnesborough

Verger
Andy

6 Feb
13 Feb
20 Feb
27 Feb
6 March

Dave

Roger

n/a

Trevor

Mick
Pat
Keith

Pip, Sue
Mags, Roger
Kate

Sue and Roger
Mick and Mags
n/a

Vanessa
Sue
Trevor

Priest
Tbc
No Service in Staple
Pat
Tbc
Vanessa
Vanessa
Priest
Priest

Flower Rota
23 – 30 Jan
6 – 13 Feb
20 – 27 Feb
From 4 March - Lent

Pat Heathfield
Vanessa Nedderman
Sue Coulson
No Flowers

Private Prayer in the Church
The Church building is open every day for private prayer from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m
p.m. Face masks are compulsory in
Church in line with national regulations. Please use the sanitizer provided and maintain social distancing.
Thank you!
One service each Sunday is accessible via zoom on this link:
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/7360055669?pwd=UEVwSzJQSlYvTHNtVnBLK2VNTzliZz09
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Around and about in Staple and Shatterling
Do you have a story to share? We would love to hear from you - new neighbours, new arrivals, get well
wishes - please send details to theEscallop@gmail.com
A very Happy New Year to you all and I hope that you all had a good Christmas
and that you agree that the village looked absolutely fantastic at Christmas time
with so many people putting up lights and decorations, I don’t think Staple has
ever looked so bright and colourful. As always Durlock Road looked extremely
Christmassy with Phyllis and David Kingsford and neighbours Jason and Heidi going to town in their
gardens. Also it was lovely to see in School Lane, Paul and Kirsty Wells
house and garden looking very colourful as well. Many
Man thanks to Mick Burr for
adding the shepherds, the three Kings and some animals to the display that
was outside the church during December
December. Itt looked really lovely and we do all
appreciate the time it took you to make the nativity scene, it was enjoyed b
by
us all. (Angels and camels to be added next year – we hope!)
Last year James Kay formally of Chillenden moved from London into No 4 The Courtyard, Durlock Road,
we apologise that we have not welcomed you sooner but we are pleased to hear that you have settled in
well and are enjoying living in the village.
Many Congratulations to Darren and Emma from Lower Road who welcomed into the
world their beautiful daughter Orlagh who was born in October 2021. Also congratulations
ongratulations
to very proud grandparents Mick and Mag
Mags Burr from School Lane whose son and
daughter in law gave birth to their second son on Saturday 1st January, Hayden Dominic
weighing 8lbs 13ozs.
Just before Christmas new residents moved into Fleming Road, Georgina Reed and Liam Clark moved
into No 2 All Cream Cottages and the Hassell family Nick, Denise and children Freya and Phoebe
moved from New Street, Ash to Piglet Place
Place. Itt was lovely to see you at the Christmas Fayre as well.
And we also would like to welcome the Deacon family who have move
moved
d from Nonnington to Somersham
Cottage,
ge, The Street on 24th December -Tim
Tim and Suzanne and their daughter Benita and son Callum.
The first resident moving into Bartlett Close arrived into the village in December and we would very much
like to welcome Brad and
nd Gemma Dale and their two sons Oscar and Ted. You may already know
Gemma as the owner of Bliss Beauty Therapy in Eastry. We hope you have all settled into your new
homes and had a good Christmas in Staple. Then at the beginning of January, Megan Cullen moved
m
into
no 8 from Mill Road and Gordon Benson literally moved across the road into No 14
14. They both love living
in their new homes. Also Julie, Jim and Jack Corbett by the time this magazine goes to print will have
moved into No 10 and Richard Trevellion and his daughter Grace
race will have moved into No 12. We
W hope
the move went well and was not too
o stressful, we hope you very much enjoy living in Staple.
At the time of writing this article Dave Newman has been admitted to hospital - we hope you start to
respond to treatment and that you will soon be back home again and be able to get out and about.
Our thoughts and prayers are with David Parfitt and his family as on 26th December his beloved wife of
60 years Joyce sadly passed away after battling many ilillnesses
lnesses over the past few years, she was a very
strong character and always loved to talk to people and especially tell of her time of living in Staple.
Joyce whose late twin brother was Gerald Bartlett, was born on 11th October 1931 and grew up at
Chapel Farm, Chapel Lane. Joyce was married on 29th July 1961 in Barnsole Baptist Chapel and
walked with her father, Arthur Bartlett around to the chapel where he was Deacon. Joyce and Dave
celebrated their Diamond Wedding Anniversary last year on 29th July. They have both always supported
Staple over the years and our condolences to Dave and his family.
WANTED any old candle wax this can be left in the Church and will be given to Operation Sunshine who
are an organisation which support a church in Zambia.
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CHURCH NOTICES and FUNDRAISING EVENTS
Staple PCC will be meeting at 7.30 p.m. on Tuesday 1 February at Sue Coulson’s home.
***********************************
STAPLE CHURCH COFFEE MORNINGS
We are very pleased to inform you that the monthly COFFEE MORNINGS will start
again and the first one of the year will be held on Wednesday 9th February by kind
permission of Michelle and Peter Beer who live at The Dell, The Street, Staple CT3 1LL.
You are all very welcome to come along with your family, friends and neighbours from
10.00 until 12.00.
We just ask for a donation for the coffee and there will also be a bring and buy sale, all
monies raised go towards the up keep of the church.
Very many thanks to Andy and Annette who kindly hosted the December event, which was enjoyed by
all of those attending. As it was the Christmas one we also held a raffle and along with the coffee
donations the event made £200 many thanks to everyone who made that possible.
We will be continuing to hold the coffee mornings on the second Wednesday in each month. We already
have had offers to host most of them but we still have a couple of months that need filling so if you are
willing to open up your home for a coffee morning then please let Sue Coulson 812340 know.
STAPLE CHURCH FAMILY SERVICES
On the fourth Sunday in each month the team at Staple Church lead a service that
is for all ages but is focussed on children. We sing hymns, say prayers and the
children have an opportunity to take part in art and craft work and then towards the
end of the service the children share the work that they have done - it’s all very
friendly. After the service refreshments are served. The next one will be held on
Sunday 23rd January starting at 10.00 am and the service usually finishes about
10.45 am
We would love to see you all.
CHURCH FUNDRAISING
The Church Fundraising Committee held its first meeting on Wednesday 5th January and it was
encouraging to see nearly all members present. After much thought and discussion with each other we
have agreed to hold the following events for 2022. We still need to confirm some dates but we do hope
that you able to support as many as you can - we would love to see you at them.
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Dates for your diaries :Showing of the next Downtown Abby film ‘A New Era’ at The
Sandwich Empire Cinema official release date has been confirmed
as 18th March so we will probably hold the event at the end of
March or possibly first week in April, we are awaiting confirmation.
On Sunday 24th April we will be holding the very popular St George’s Day lunch
when our head chef Michael Burr will be getting ready to put on his toque. A 3
course meal will be served in Staple Village Hall with coffee and mints. And of course will include a raffle.
On May Day Bank Holiday Monday 2nd we will be meeting at the Church in Staple for a ‘May Day Walk’
starting at 9.30. Michelle is kindly planning out the route and we will end up
back at the church at about 12.30 for a lunch being organised by Kate.
Donations for the lunch will be asked for and dogs will be very welcome on the
walk and in the church.
Back by popular demand on Saturday 14th May we will be holding a ‘Bingo
Bangers and Beans’ and we are pleased to confirm that Maxine has agreed to
be our Bingo caller for the evening and the event will take place in the Village
Hall at 7.30pm.
‘Summer Garden Afternoon Tea’ to be held on
Sunday 14 August at Glebe House, The Street (by kind permission of Keith
Brammer) with stalls and sideshows.
Yes - It’s back, ‘Staple Dog Show’ will be held on Sunday 4 September 2022 on
Staple Recreation Ground.
Traditional Quiz in the village hall in October/ November.
Definitely confirmed first Sunday in December 4th ‘Christmas Fayre’ in the church.

STAPLE CHURCH CHRISTMAS FAYRE
The church door opened at 11.00 for the Church Christmas Fayre on Sunday 5th
December and visitors were met with a lovely warm welcome from Roger Loukes
and Paul Carter and I don’t think any of us could believe how many visitors we
had throughout the day - it had to be the best attended Fayre we have ever held.
All the stalls and sideshows soon started to have a very brisk trade, it was also
lovely to see so many children and again definitely the most we have ever seen. Just over 40 Children
and even some adults made a visit to see Father Christmas in his lovely bright colourful grotto and we
would like to thank him for finding the time to visit Staple especially knowing how busy
he is at that time of the year.
The church looked absolutely fantastic with the Christmas tree lights and decorations
and we would like to say a huge thank you to Mark and Robert from Layham Garden
Centre for the very generous donation of the Christmas tree. All stall holders
decorated their stalls which also looked lovely, thank you to them for that and also for
spending the day with us all which was very much appreciated.
It also would not have been possible to hold the event without the very generous donations to all the
stalls and especially all the baking that took place the Refreshment team of Annette, Andy, Michelle,
Sarah and Peter had a very busy day and even sold out not surprisingly taking just under £500 that
lovely smell of mulled wine definitely helped.
What was very popular this year was the children’s teddy bear tombola when the children won a prize
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every time, many thanks to Kate Newcombe for coming up with the idea and putting it all together and to
Avril Stephens and daughter Carolyn for running it on the day.
Kate also took charge of the main tombola which as always was very
popular with many prizes being won, Phil ran the cut the cards game with
again many happy winners. Clare Beggs although not available on the
day did put together a Treasure Hunt for the children which was won by
India and Ranulf Clark from Staple House. Dave and Doris ran two
competitions one was to guess what time the Christmas cake came of out
the oven and was guessed correctly by Vanessa Nedderman at 2.25 pm,
Thanks to Doris for also making and donating the cake. The other
competition was to guess which Christmas tag was attached to the bottle
of Prosecco which was guessed correctly by Helen Harlow.
Helen and Jo Shrimpton ran the vegetable stall which was full of lovely fresh local produce this was only
made possible by two very generous local farmers, Steve Laslett White Mill Farm Shop and Trevor
Bradley from Preston, they had both donated an abundance of veg and although we did not sell out
completely we decided to contact two local charities to see if they could make use of the vegetables and
The Sunrise Cafe which helps the homeless and Dover Pantry helps food poverty both organisations
were extremely grateful and we were pleased to be able to support these worthy social enterprises.
Many thanks also to Reece from The Black Pig who kindly bought some vegetables as well.
We had a lovely selection of local crafts, Pip Russell had a stall selling Christmas cards and gifts which
was in aid of the charity Rwanda Action, Val Bartlett and Mary Harrison ran a stall with lots of new and
nearly new items on and again we had so many gifts they also had some items left so we took them to
Sandwich Age Concern, Barnardo’s shop in Dover and the toiletries went to Women’s Refuge at
Canterbury.
Pat Heathfield and Vanessa Nedderman ran the Grand Draw where we had 30 lovely prizes with the
Luxury Hamper as 1st prize which was won by Pip Russell the hamper was made up with individual
donations from residents which was much appreciated and also to the other businesses and individuals
who kindly donated the other 29 prizes, each year have 500 books printed and for the first time ever we
nearly sold them all. Huge thank you to Scott Binskin and family from Wingham Wildlife Park for so very
generously sponsoring the printing of the grand draw tickets.
It takes a lot of team work, generous donations and helpers time to put on an event like this but to see it
all come together and it being so well supported and enjoyed by everyone that attended makes it all
worthwhile.
It will not probably come as any surprise as I come to the end of this report to finally announce that we
made an absolutely fantastic record profit of £2,138.89.
Thank you to you all in so many ways for making that possible.
Trevor Bartlett
(And as ever huge thanks go to Trevor for providing his usual cheerful,
energetic leadership and pulling the whole event together. Ed)
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CHRISTMAS QUIZZING
Following in the footsteps of the very successful Christmas Fayre came an equally successful quiz night.
Held at the Village Hall on 11 December, the hall was buzzing with laughter and chatter. The tables
were loaded with snacks and drinks brought from home. This was in anticipation of a lively quiz that
would need fuel for the brain cells!
Seven teams of different sizes, a maximum of 8 per team waited for the off. The quiz master was Mark
Towlson who with his lovely “Santa’s Helper” had put together a wicked and clever set of questions all
based on a Christmas theme. Dave and the lovely Doris were on raffle duties, a great success as usual.
It was a challenging and fun event and the seven teams were on top form.
In the end two teams tied for first place with a score of 112 point each. Enter the tied-breaker question!
An unusual extra…
The Clangers - 112 points
And Mary’s Marvels - 112 points
The question - in what year did NORAD first track Santa’s movements around the world on Christmas
Eve?
Two guesses – 1990 and 1986
The answer - 1955
Mary’s Marvels were the nearest with 1987 and were the winning team - members Phil, Kate, John, Mary
Stuart and new to the village, Kathy and David.
A lovely social event – a fun night was had by all!
Phil Newcombe
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Staple Country & Craft Fayre
th
Sunday 26 June 2022
It still seems strange to see ‘2022’! A new year; a new date to write . . . . . .
and a new Fayre!
When Covid-19 once again resulted in a cancelled Staple Country Fayre, we had
already put in place a lot of the elements of the Fayre. (The 2020 event). So now
it's a case of carrying on where we left off; and getting down to the hard work of
planning and staging a brilliant, value-for-money day out for the people of Staple
and their neighbours.
The 2022 event will be Staple's 30th Country & Craft Fayre; so that's yet another
reason to celebrate its return.
A lot has happened since the cancelled 2020 Fayre: Having provided brilliant help with the Fayres over many
years, several key players are taking a break / standing down:
Mick & Mags Burr have helped with just about every aspect of the Fayres. As well
as being committee members, Mick & Mags helped with organising several stalls /
ran the Barrow of Booze attraction and took care of managing the Fayre
Programme ads. They will be an extremely difficult act to follow! - And the Fayre
committee would like to thank them for their invaluable help over the years.
Another long-standing member of the team is also standing down/taking a break:
Nick Coulson has organised and manned the Beer Tent for many years. (And also
took care of our licensing needs – for both the Beer Tent and the Pimm's Bar).
The Fayre committee would like to thank Nick for his continued support for the
Fayre / hard work over the years.
Having been the Fayre's Booking Officer for nearly thirty years, Val Bartlett has decided to stand down and take a
well-earned rest. The Fayre committee would like to thank Val for her decades of help with Staple's Country
Fayres.
Although continuing their support/assistance with the Fayres;
Neil & Glynis McCollum have stood down from the Fayre
Committee. The Fayre committee would like to thank them
for their years of help on the Committee / help with the
Fayres.
Also continuing their support/assistance with the Fayres, but
standing down from the committee are Kate & Phil
Newcombe. The Fayre committee would like to thank them for their years of help on the Committee / help with
the Fayres.
On the subject of thanks; the Fayre Committee would like to
thank Matthew Cullen for stepping in to help them with their
quest for a parking area. It's no exaggeration to say that without
Matthew's kind offer, the 2022 Fayre simply wouldn’t have
happened!
Parking has always been a key requirement for staging a Staple
Country Fayre. And over the years we’ve been lucky to have
found local landowners willing to let us make use of their fields.
So our thanks go to Rex Cadman & Georgie Martin, Nigel & Pauline Horwood and Jill Boyd.
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Although there's still a lot of organising to do; we have already arranged for many of the most popular attractions
to appear at the next Fayre. These include the excellent Southern Cruisers, Juggle-it-All, The Mighty Smith, The
Victory Wartime Band. Bridget Burridge's Maypole Dancers, Thanet Classic Cars, The East Kent Motorcycle Club
and Stationary Engines. We’re also hoping to arrange for Shelby James to once again provide us with her brilliant
Face-Painting service.
At the last Fayre, the East Kent Classic Motorcycle Club kindly stepped in to
save the day, when our Classic Scooter group couldn’t make it. This year,
they’ve had far more notice, and so will be bringing along a lot more of
their great machines. The Fayre Committee would like to thank Gari
Machin for organising this.
Making a very welcome return to the Fayre (having attended several years
ago); we have Carrie Horwood's Cat's Eye Carving stall. Carrie used to live
in Staple, and is a talented, traditionally trained stone carver; with a studio
on the edge of the Forest of Dean in Gloucestershire. Carrie will be demonstrating her skills, as well as bringing
along items for sale.
The 2022 Fayre will be the Country Fayre Committee's first opportunity to try out its
new gas barbecue. This, together with the existing barbecues will greatly increase
the cooking power/speed up the serving (and hopefully shorten the queues!). Once
again the Black Pig crew will be running the barbecue. The Black Pig has always had
a close connection to the Fayre: having been its main sponsor; and more recently
having been the Fayre's barbecue team.
You’ll have noticed that the logo at the top of this page is very different to the 2019 logo. It's been updated, to
include a new icon and a new name – The ACS group. Charlie Austin has kindly taken on the role of main
sponsor of the Fayre, via his company, Austin Contract Services.
While a lot of the work organising / running the Fayre is carried out by the hard-working Fayre Committee; a great
deal of work is also carried out by a ‘non-committee team’. (Whose members include Tony Panayides, Dave Kirk,
Jason Smith and Mia Brooman.)
Once again we’ve been able to secure the services of perhaps THE most important element of the fayres. – The
Thanet Explorers. (We literally couldn’t do it without them!) So the Country Fayre
Committee would like to thank the Thanet Explorers’ leader, Sasha McCollum for once again
arranging the Explorers’ help.
For the last few Fayres we’ve lined the entrance drive with military vehicles. This has proved
to be a very popular move. So these lovely old vehicles (kindly arranged by Georgie Martin)
have joined the list of attractions which are now essential elements of every Fayre.
Over 30 people have already booked a stall at the Fayre; but we’ve still some spaces left. If
you or someone you know would like to book a stall, then please contact the Fayre's
Booking Officer, Penny (on 01304-449110 or pennyhislop@hotmail.co.uk).
During a particularly gloomy January, it's hard to imagine long Summer days, warmth and brilliant sunshine. And
after countless lockdowns and cancelled Fayres; it's also hard to imagine being at a Staple Country Fayre. - But
it's only five months away!
In no time at all, Summer will be here – and so will the 30

th

th

Staple Country Fayre.

So please make a date in your diary: It's Sunday 26 June 2022. The atmosphere and success of the fayres is
directly linked to numbers: The more people that turn up – the better it is for all. So we’re hoping for a huge
attendance. Please invite your friends along; and please spread the word on social media / share the Country
Fayre Facebook Page's posts.

13

Staple Wildlife Friendly Village
The Rowan Close Rookery
The rook colony in Rowan Close expanded last year to sixteen nests. Built at the very top of two trees, a Field
Maple and an Ash, where the branching twigs are more numerous, allowing them a chance of survival. Each
nest is large, a seemingly haphazard bundle of dead twigs precariously positioned. During the summer storms
I watched them swaying in sometimes gale force winds, the beaks and bodies of brooding adults just visible.
They could only have survived thanks to a degree of engineering, not then a random pile but perhaps each
stick thoughtfully positioned. Rooks are not rare, they know what they’re at. Now that the leaves are gone,
only the five best built nests survive, to be soon repaired for this year's breeding.
Rooks are Corvids and in the UK are related to crows, jackdaws, magpies, ravens, jays and the rather rare,
cliff dwelling chough. Corvids are often social birds and renowned for their relative intelligence and aptitude
for problem solving. All Corvids are vocal but in a breeding colony of Rooks the chatter is constant and
raucous, each seemingly shouting to be heard above their neighbours, certain that their opinion is the more
important one. In the breeding period, it starts at dawn and only abates after dusk, the constant to-and-froing
of household maintenance and feeding interspersed with loud greetings and instructions and, no doubt,
dissent and abuse. It’s a sound of the countryside and in our busy, over-developed country, perhaps one to
be cherished.
Rooks are not fussy eaters, probably one of the reasons for their success. Worms, beetles and other
invertebrates are the rook’s main food, which it catches by probing the ground with its large beak. It will also
feed on grain, fruit, acorns and occasionally carrion and birds’ eggs. Last year, when demand for food to feed
their young was at its highest, I saw rooks awkwardly hanging from the fat-ball feeder in my small garden,
keen to exploit the local and convenient food source despite the difficulties. Above all, rooks are farmland
specialists, following the plough and gleaning spilled grain from post harvest stubble. They have adapted well
to changing agricultural practises and their population remains stable.
However, this is by no means true for all farmland bird species. Many
populations have declined by as much as 80% since 1970. Iconic farmland
species such as corn bunting, yellowhammer, skylark, grey partridge, tree
sparrow and turtle dove have suffered the most with further drastic
reductions in the past ten years. This is largely attributable to changing
agricultural practises; a move away from mixed farming, a switch to the
autumn sowing of crops, a reduction in hay meadows rich in diversity and
the removal of hedgerows. Coupled with the reliance on pesticides and
herbicides for high crop yields, suitable habitat, reliable and varied food
sources and safe nesting sites have drastically declined.
The red listed turtle dove is in danger of extinction in the UK. This fabulous bird with its gentle purring call is
the sound of summer. Its loss from the English countryside would be devastating. One reason for their drastic
decline has been the huge numbers of them shot on their migration route across Europe. This factor is slowly
being addressed. The other reason is loss of suitable food sources. Turtle doves feed on arable weed seeds
and of course weeds have no place in modern agriculture. The brilliant Staple Turtle Dove Project has
succeeded in providing suitable habitat on the Mill Road field and these birds are thankfully hanging on here
for the time being. Farmers who have been able to leave wider, weedy field margins and awkward corners as
well as those planting winter cover crops, have also helped tremendously.
Many farmers are also beginning to embrace the idea of regenerative agriculture and believe that nature
friendly farming is a more productive and sustainable way of getting food from our land. At the core of this
thinking is soil health and its potential long term effect on reducing reliance on expensive artificial fertilisers
and harmful chemical pesticides as well as reducing flooding, soil loss and nutrient leaching. Walk south from
Staple along Buckland Lane towards Goodnestone or from Summerfield to Rowling along the footpath and
you will see this in action. Some very large fields have been sown with a mixed cover crop of radish,
sunflower, phacelia, vetch, flax and others. Nutrients and water have been locked into the fabric of the plant
and its roots and when these are turned into the soil in spring the nutrients will be slowly released to enable
growth of the newly sown crop. This regime is also very beneficial to wildlife. The flowers provide a nectar
source for insects, the leaves and seeds food for invertebrates, birds and small mammals. The underlying soil
becomes richer in organic matter and soil invertebrates thrive providing a further rich food source.
Perhaps, slowly, with the help of government incentives and changing attitudes, our dwindling farmland
species, both plant and animal, will be given the opportunity to thrive again.
Staple Wildlife Friendly Village Supporter
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SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE ESCALLOP 2022
The Escallop is Staple Village Magazine which is produced by the Parochial Church Council on behalf of
the village community. It currently has a circulation of 200 and in December the magazine is distributed
to all homes in the Village. The magazine is aimed at a wide village audience and provides a means of
sharing information for all residents and all community organisations.
If you would like to receive the magazine each month, please speak to your distributor, or email
theEscallop@gmail.com . If you would like to advertise in the Escallop please use the same email.
Payments for advertisements for 2022 are now due. We would be keen to have a few more advertisers
– if you know of a local tradesman who would be interested, please do ask them to contact us.
Subscriptions for the Escallop are now due. The cost of the magazine will remain at £5.00 for the year.
Your distributer will call to collect your money during January or February – but if you know who they are,
please do drop the money through their door to save them coming to you (particularly in the current
situation). You can email the Escallop to find out who your distributor is if you do not know.
Online payments for subs can be made direct to the PCC bank account
Parochial Church Council of Staple
Sort Code 60-18-34
Account Number 97211524.
Please use the reference “Escallop Subs”
To help us to track online payments, please could you email the Escallop@gmail.com to confirm that you
have paid this way, including your name and address? Thank you very much.
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Fayre Sunday 26th June 2022
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After decades of helping with the Fayre, Martin Bartlett is taking a well
well-deserved
deserved rest from running
the Coconut Stall.

We need help manning this attraction.

– Ideally, we need a group of volunteers to man this stall in
shifts. (So they won’t miss out on seeing the Fayre!) Please get in touch if you would like to help us with this
stall. (Contact John on 07596-235852
235852 or john.kirkkpa@btopenworld.com )

STALLS:

There are four types of stalls at Staple Country Fayres:

1) Third-Party Stalls: Where attractions and goods are provided by non
non-committee
committee personnel; and where
part of the profit is donated to the Country Fayre. (Fairground Rides, Candy Floss, Bouncy Castle, Hot
Donut Van etc).
2) ‘Craft Stalls’: Where, for a small fee, people are able to have their own stall and sell their wares or
advertise their services.
3) Craft Demo Stalls: Where rural craftspeople (such as wood
wood-turners,
turners, leatherworkers and stonemasons
demonstrate their skills).
4) “Committee Stalls”: Which are the stalls and attract
attractions
ions manned by local groups, clubs and friends of the
Country Fayre. (e.g. Martin Bartlett's Coconut Shy, Richard & Bonnie Barbers’ Bowl a Pig Stall, Pre
PreSchool's Balloons in a Car Stall, Pip Russell's Ice Cream Stall, Parent & Toddlers’ Toy Stall, Carol Kirk's Brica-Brac
Brac Stall, Michelle Beer's Cake Stall etc).

We need help manning a new committee stall (or stalls):

Many years ago we had attractions such as ‘Play Your Cards Right’. These stalls were organised /
manned by friends of the Fayre (who also provided the equipment). If you have such attractions
and/or are willing to man a stall; then please do get in touc
touch.
(Contact John on 07596-235852
235852 or john.kirkkpa@btopenworld.com )
Ideally, we need a group of volunteers to man the stalls in shifts. (So they won’t miss out on seeing the Fayre!)
SPONSORSHIP: WE STILL NEED MORE SPONSORS. There are various sponsorship options. One
being to sponsor our new ‘Spin The Wheel’ attraction. (i.e. by kindly providing the £100 prize  ).
Details of the sponsorship options can be found on the Fayre's website,
http://www.staplecountryfayre.com
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The Platinum Jubilee - 2022
Next year, Her Majesty The Queen will become the first
British Monarch to celebrate a Platinum Jubilee after 70
years of service.
The Staple Platinum Jubilee Committee met again in January to
discuss plans for the Jubilee celebrations. The Bank Holiday weekend is Thursday 2
June until Sunday 5 June 2022.

National plans for the jubilee have now been released. These include a proposal for a national picnic on
Sunday 5 June so the committee have decided that it would be best to hold our communal event on that
day – rather than the Saturday as originally planned. This is how plans are looking now:
Date
Thursday (eve)
Friday
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday (eve)
Sunday (10 a.m.)
Sunday (from 12.30 p.m.)

Event
Grand opening of Church Flower Festival and
Launch of the weekend of celebrations
Children’s craft workshop
Festival Open – 10 - 6
Festival Open – 10 – 6
Judging of best dressed house competition
Celebration Event at the Black Pig
Church Service to mark the Jubilee
1950’s Garden Party
Jubilee Pudding Competition
Fancy Dress competition for the children (theme The
Royal Family)
Planting of memorial tree
Jubilee Hat competition (adults and children)
Music
Bring your own refreshments
Feel free to join in the 50’s theme by dressing in
style!

Location
Staple Church
Staple Church
Staple Church
Village
Black Pig
Staple Church
Staple Village Hall
and Recreation
Ground

Other ideas:



All children to receive a mug
Would also like a permanent memorial in the village – looking for suggestions

We would like to include photographs and memorabilia in the flower festival – if you have anything
suitable – either with a royal theme or pictures of past celebrations in Staple, we would really like to hear
from you.
Please also let us know if you have other ideas or would like to organise an event to add to the
celebrations. Either email TheEscallop@gmail.com, or put something on the Staple Facebook page.
Next meeting will be on Wednesday 16 February at 7:30 in the Black Pig
All Welcome!
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BRING OUT THE BUNTING!
Almost everyone decorated their home for Christmas. Full on and fun! You may also do the same for a
family birthday, sporting events or wedding… and why not!
So I am politely inviting as many of the residents of Staple as possibly can (and I know you can) to bring
out the bunting.
Next June an historic long Bank Holiday
oliday iis
s our village’s chance to go bunting crazy and have some fun.
Let’s join nearly every city,, town, vvillage
illage and hamlet in celebrating or marking our Queens Platinum
Platin
Jubilee.
ubilee. Let’s bring out our bunting an
and flags (UK national and/or Commonwealth
Commonwealt flags) and dress our
homes. We could even give our Christmas lights an early outing.
Let’s decorate our houses, fences, hedges and even plant pots. One fla
flag,, a bit of bunting, (red, white
whi
and blue or anything
hing you like) the more the better.
There may even be a small prize for the best dressed house – you never now. It
I will be fun and isn’t
hard to do (ifif you can do Christmas this will be easy!)
easy!). We
e are a community of many souls
s
not just a few
so let’s do it.
Be sure our neighbouring villages will (confidentially I’ve been “ear wigging” in the Anchor pub in
Wingham). So let’s beat them all. Come on St
Staple,
aple, let’s celebrate and be social.
Phil Newcombe
LET’S BRING OUT THE BUNTING
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STAPLE BRANCH THE
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
Meeting at the Black Pig,, Barnsole Road, Staple on the
second Thursday of each month. We welcome new members.
You do not have to have served in the Armed Forces to become a member, only
have the aims and objects of The Legion at heart: Comradeship, Welfare, Representation and
Remembrance.
emembrance. Please contact the Secretary, for more details by email at:
TRBLStaplesec@btinternet.com or just turn up for a meeting – watch The Escallop for special events.
Do have a look at our website on: https://rblstaple.wix.com/rblstaple where there is much of interest,
including Lost Sons of Staple profiles and the story and pictures of the construction of the
Remembrance Garden.

Woodnesborough G
Gardeners Club
We are pleased to say that the Club are now meeting up again. Annual subs remain at £5 and we have
also introduced an additional £5 joining fee. We do not charge an entrance fee at meetings but always
have a raffle,, the proceeds of which go towards the cost of speakers and refreshments.
On Thursday 17th February we will be holding our quiz evening. The cost is £3.00 per person and bring
along you own food and drink. Tables of a maximum of 8 people must be pr
pre
e booked, or you can put
your name down to join a table. Please ring us on 0130
01304
4 812373 to book. Initially, members will be
given priority for bookings as this is always a popular event
Ken and Linda Butcher
Email: woodnesboroughgardeners@gmail.com

Pipe-Dreamers
We’re pleased to tell you that The Pipe
Pipe-Dreamers
Dreamers are meeting
again on Tuesday afternoons. At present we have 6 members but
are happy to welcome new players any time. We use a range of
different sizes of recorder and play a mixed repertoire of simple to
intermediate ensemble music.
We began 8 years ago and have often played in Staple Church and at the Black Pig, but our
main aim is to have fun and make informal music together.
If you are interested in learning to play the recorder or brushing up forgotten skills, do get in
touch, we can accommodate all abilities!
bridget.burridge@gmail.com

01304 611888
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STAPLE PRE-SCHOOL
Staple Preschool has Green Flag Eco School status. This is an internationally recognised
award from UNESCO which enables us to fly the Eco-Schools Green Flag (made from
recycled plastic bottles) that is the same green flag that schools all around the world fly
once they achieve this award!
At Staple Pre-School we provide a caring atmosphere for children
between the ages of 2 and 5 years. We offer 30 hours a week of Free
Early Education for children over the age of 3 years for working parents (depending on
eligibility) Please check HMRC website for details. There is also funding for eligible 2 year olds.
We are proud of our experienced, well-qualified staff who look carefully at each individual child
and consider their needs, interests and stages of development. We use our observations to
plan a challenging and exciting environment, to ensure they make progress during their time
with us.
We follow the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum which covers seven areas of learning.
Personal, Social and Emotional Development,
Physical Development,
Communication and Language,
Literacy,
Mathematics,
Understanding of the World
Expressive Arts and Design
We have our own secure garden and provide a rich outdoor experience with acres of outside space. Some staff are
undertaking ‘Forest School’ training and we have been awarded ‘Eco-School’ status by KCC.
For more information, please contact Lauren Gupta-Miles on 07764 757265 or email
info@staplepreschool.co.uk

STAPLE PARENT AND TODDLER GROUP

Sessions are held on a Wednesday afternoon from 1.15pm till 2.45pm. in the Village Hall
A warm welcome awaits Mums, Dads, Grandparents, Childminders and above all babies and children.
We have a wonderful range of toys
Come and relax over tea and coffee while the children enjoy a drink and a biscuit and sometime cake
too! Why not come along and make new friends?
We look forward to meeting you
Heidi (01304 812050)
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THE ARTS SOCIETY SANDWICH
This friendly, local society would love to meet you!
In this time of lockdown, it’s easy to feel isolated, disconnected, and lonely. By joining The Arts Society
Sandwich, you get to connect with welcoming local people who share a love for the arts.
Our belief is that the arts have the potential to connect people and enrich peoples’ lives and it doesn’t
matter whether you are simply curious to learn more about the arts, a novice artist, an art and crafts
dabbler, or an eminent expert, this wonderful collective of like-minded local people are welcoming to
everyone.
Especially at this time, we celebrate the shared joy that comes from diversity and inclusivity in our
membership. We’re proud to see that our members come from different walks of life, cultures and
countries as it reflects our belief that the Arts are for everybody. So, why not join The Arts Society
Sandwich and connect with this welcoming local group?
Our lectures are at the Guildhall, Sandwich on the first Monday of every month. For January and
February our lectures will be by Zoom and during the course of this year we will be hosting lots of
exciting opportunities to meet and share - including a members dinner accompanied by a wonderful
musical performance, various illuminating study days, and guided gallery visits plus much, much more.
Come and join us today – we look forward to meeting you!
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: TASS programme of lectures for the next 3 months:
7th February 2022 @6.30pm: Rosalynd Whyte speaks about Wassily
Kandinsky.
This journey explores Kandinsky’s journey from figurative landscape painter
to modernist master, his co-founding De Blaue Reiter movement and his
interest in painting as alternative pathway to spiritual reality.
7th March 2022 @ 6.30pm: Adam Busiakiewicz speaks about The Queen of
Instruments: The Lute within Old Master Paintings.
This lecture looks at the lute, and other musical instruments, as devices to
express various aspects of the human character throughout the ages. Adam will
give a live demonstration as well.
4th April 2022: Douglas Skeggs speaks about Titian – ‘The first modern artist’.
This lecture illustrates Titian’s painting process, creating a style and method that
shaped the art of the Baroque and cast its influence over every painter of the
next four centuries.
Do join us at one or all of these lectures whether or not a member. You will find
them inspiring, entertaining and informing.
If you’d like to try us out before joining as a member, feel free to come as a guest to one of our monthly
lectures and if it’s at The Guildhall in Sandwich, you get a free glass of wine before the lecture. You can
even bring a friend! Happily, you can attend as a guest as many times as you wish!
All lectures start at 6:30pm and guests need only pay £6 on the door or in advance.
Full Membership for the year is £50 and runs from January to December. As well as opportunities to join
Study Days and outings, you will receive The Arts Society magazine up to three times during the year
and updates by email on local arts events and upcoming lectures.
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It’s very easy to join: simply complete the online membership form on our website:
https://www.sandwichdfas.org.uk/joining
https://www.sandwichdfas.org.uk/joining-us/ or you can contact us directly on
membership.sandwich@theartssociety.org
We look forward to meeting you!
Christine Ratcliffe, Vicki Bates, and Crystal Evans
Local members of The Arts Society Sandwich (TASS)
.

Sandwich Local History Society
Thursdays at 19.30, usually in the Jury Room, Sandwich Guildhall.
Covid precautions, such as masks, may apply. Please keep checking for updates on our website:
www.sandwich
www.sandwichlocal history society.org.uk

Speedwatch Report
January 2022
During December no sessions were held were held. We have
booked one session through to the end of January 2022 but not
too many volunteers have come forward so far ~ only the usual
few who are out to brave the winter weather. Unless more volunteers come forward we will be forced to
cut back sessions as Stourmouth have done. Hopefully as the weather improves more villagers will be
willing to assist in trying to keep the speeds down in Staple.
There have been Facebook reports of accidents to animals due to speeding
peeding vehicles through Staple.
This is unacceptable but comments such as vehicles slow down when they see HiViz jackets is a valid
point.. Therefore if more of the public volunteered to man the Kent Police Approved radar device
sessions we would be able to report these vehicles to the Police (which is done automatically) through
Speedwatch, and speeds would drop as HiViz jackets appear to sslow
low traffic down ~ this has been proved
since we started in November 2018. We do not stand by the Speed Indicator Devices on the poles but
we use a calibrated radar device approved by Kent Police, and all personnel are trained to use the
device and report speeders responsibly. We very rarely see local traffic speeding (except the odd
Motorbike doing wheelies down The Street with no visible licence plate).
So please, instead of making comments in Facebook come and help Speedwatch. The more visibility we
have
e the quicker vehicles will slow down. Contact me at roger43@gmail.com.. I look forward to
welcoming new volunteers very soon.
SID report
We still await the arrival of the new SID pole for Durlock Road outside Barnsole Farm
Durlock Road South Direction

Lower Road West Direction

85th Percentile Speed = 35.7 MPH
85th Percentile Vehicles = 19,135 counts
Max Speed = 75 MPH on 19/12/2021 at 15:35
Total Vehicles = 22,512 counts
Average Speed = 27.6 MPH

85th Percentile Speed = 34.6 MPH
85th Percentile Vehicles = 42,282 counts
Max Speed = 75.0 MPH on 19/12/2021 14:10
Total Vehicles = 49,743 counts
Average Speed = 26.1 MPH
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Staple Parish Council
th

Minutes of Staple Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 8 November 2021, at 7.30 pm in Staple Village Hall
Councillors present:
Cllr. John Kirk (Chair), Cllr Dave Kirk, Cllr Roger Loukes, Cllr Glynis McCollum, Cllr. Neil McCollum, Mr Jonathan
Mount (Parish Clerk).
1. Apologies for absence:
Cllr. Trevor Bartlett
Cllr. Sue Coulson
2. Declarations of interest:
There were no declarations of interest.
3. Minutes of previous meeting:
th
3.1 To approve any amendments and authorise signature of the minutes of the meeting held on November 10
2021
The minutes were duly authorised. (Proposed: Cllr. Dave Kirk, Seconded: Cllr. Glynis McCollum)
3.2 Matters arising:
Queen’s Jubilee celebrations: Cllr. Roger Loukes suggested the use of a brazier to celebrate the event. All the
gas braziers have been sold. But there is an alternative of a proper beacon; similar to the one near Sandwich.
Possibility of getting a price from the Sandwich Medieval Centre. Clerk mentioned it could go on top of a pill
box as in Wickhambreaux. The logical place would be near the memorial garden. Cllr Neil McCollum reminded
councillors of the need to pay for upkeep and maintenance. It would require a hole to be dug in the ground and
concrete to secure it in the hole.
4. Public session:
Mrs Tamsin Young spoke about the need to consider fire-risks when deciding on a location for the brazier.
Mrs Morris spoke about public transport and the fact that it should continue. Mrs Morris also suggested that the
District Council should promote the fact that the bus is available. Young people travel for only £1.
Mr. Jon Aldridge spoke about community broadband. He is trying to get a scheme going for Rowling. Various
conditions have to be fulfilled. He has had discussions with OpenReach, but they are very expensive. Various
options have been considered. Most of Staple is eligible for Superfast Broadband. Staple already has good
speeds. Twitham Court Farm has very low speed, serviced from Wingham. Cllr. Glynnis McCollum asked what
kind of help he was seeking? Mr Aldington said he would like to work with a member of the Parish Council. Cllr
Neil McCollum asked if there would be any benefit to the rest of the village. Probably not much benefit, since
the majority of properties already have access to reasonably fast broadband. The upgrade being discussed
would be a full fibre connection into each house. There would be an increase in price to the householders.
Would it be worth it? Cllr. Roger Loukes said that for most things, super high speeds aren’t required. But an
upgrade would benefit those with very low speeds. Cllr John Kirk said that a notice could go in the Escallop and
on the Council's web site, asking people if they would be interested. Cllr Roger Loukes offered to work with Mr
Aldington on behalf of the Parish Council. It was decided that Cllr Roger Loukes and Mr Aldington should draft
a notice and should investigate likely costs to householders. It would not be a massive increase. Mrs Tasmin
Young said she would be willing to help in the Summerfield Nurseries area.
5. Councillors’ and PCSO Reports:
5

Cllr. M. Connolly (DDC): Report has been circulated to Councillors.
1. Waste collections: As previewed in last month’s report Veolia implemented a change in days and rounds on
th
a limited basis during w/c November 29 , with hard to reach and communal areas affected. I’m not sure
whether Staple was affected but parts of Wingham certainly were. This seems to have gone reasonably well.
2. Inland Border Facility for Dover Port Health Authority: We can now announce that the site will be at a
disused warehouse near the Whitfield retail park. Work has started to fit this out and staff are being recruited
and trained, with the expectation of a Spring opening. We remain very concerned about traffic implications and
we are currently not getting much traction with the Department for Transport on this issue.
3. Cable Car to Dover Castle: At this week’s Cabinet meeting it was confirmed that very reluctantly we have
had to put this project in mothballs as English Heritage have withdrawn their support for it on aesthetic
grounds.
4.Fastrack buses: With work about to start on the Dover Fastrack bus scheme which will link the new
development at Connaught Barracks with Whitfield, the town centre and Dover Priory Station, we were pleased
to learn that buses working on this route, due to open in 2023, will be all-electric.
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5.Budget: Work continues on the Revenue and Capital Budgets for 2022/23 and the Medium Term Financial
Plan. Indications are that we are in a considerably stronger position than had been feared at the height of the
pandemic.
5.2 Cllr S Chandler (KCC): No report received
5.3 PCSO (Eva Winter): No report received
6. Finance:
6.1
Approval of bank reconciliation for November 2021:
The bank reconciliation was approved. (Proposed: Cllr. Roger Loukes, Seconded: Cllr. Dave Kirk)
6.2
Cheques to be approved:
Cheque Nos. 200395 Clerk’s Salary
£200
Cheque No. 200396
Cllr. Dave Kirk cleaning signs, general maintenance
£89.00
Cheque No. 200397
HMRC
£39.80
These cheques were approved. (Proposed: Cllr. Neil McCollum, Seconded: Cllr. Roger Loukes)
6.3: Other financial items:
Application from Staple Village Hall for a contribution of £800 towards the village Hall insurance.
This was approved. (Proposed: Cllr. Glynis McCollum, Seconded: Cllr. Neil McCollum)
7. Correspondence received:
7.2 Naming of the new street at The Three Tuns: To be named St. James Place
Cllrs. Supported the renaming but suggested that there should be an apostrophe.
7.3 Email from PCSO Eva Winter regarding facts concerning the defibrillator.
Cllr Roger Loukes said it is registered with SECAM and The Circuit. Maintenance is not required but it is
Checked weekly. It does an automatic reset itself.
7.4 The council received a letter from an Aylesham resident, asking that Staple Parish Council show its support for
the Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill. It was agreed that the Council would register its support for the bill.
(Proposed: Cllr. Glynis McCollum seconded: Cllr. Neil McCollum.)
8. Reports:
8.1 Planning applications determined:
Land west of The Bungalow. Staple Road. 3 detached dwellings…refused
8.2 Planning applications submitted:
The Rookery, Durlock Road. Erection of detached dwelling, existing dwelling to be demolished.
Councillors voted to support the application. (Proposed: Cllr Neil McCollum, seconded: Cllr Dave Kirk)
Land opposite The Row, Barnsole Rd. Minor amendment to approved application DOV/20/00053 3 no.
additional windows to ground floor and internal alterations.
Councillors voted to support the application. (Proposed: Cllr Neil McCollum, seconded: Cllr Dave Kirk)
8.3 Village Hall and Recreation Ground Report:
Bookings are still very low.
Committee room has been tidied and looks much better.
VHC to ask Pre-school to remove/use/reposition the tyres that have been placed between the two containers.
8.4 SID/Speedwatch:
Cllr. Roger Loukes reported on Speedwatch and SIDs.
During November we held 3 sessions and recorded 7 vehicles exceeding the speed limit (35 mph or
above). This is slightly down on our usual number of sessions owing to inclement weather. The maximum
speed recorded was 38 mph. We have booked sessions through to the end of January 2022 but not too
many volunteers have come forward so far ~ only the usual few who are out to brave the winter weather.
We will only do one session in December land one in January. Unless more volunteers come forward we
will be forced to cut back sessions as Stourmouth have done. Hopefully as the weather improves more
villagers will be willing to assist in trying to keep the speeds down in Staple
SID report (See elsewhere in the Escallop)
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8.5:

Footpaths:
The Clerk read out emails that had been passed to him from Cllr. Sue Coulson regarding an email she had
sent to Mr Hulme concerning the state of the footpaths. There was also a reply to this email, which the
Clerk read out, explaining that the footpaths had been cleared. No further report.
Cllr Roger Loukes said there were various footpaths that had not been reinstated for some time.
Further investigation to be carried out by Cllr. Sue Coulson.

9. Items for discussion:
9.1 CCTV Policy and Procedure
Councillors agreed that the document represented a very comprehensive policy and was well presented.
The Parish Council then voted to formally adopt it. (Proposed: Cllr. Neil McCollum, seconded: Cllr. Roger
Loukes.
10. Any other business:
Additional correspondence, as permitted by the chair.
Cllr Roger Loukes mentioned that Cllr. Trevor Bartlett asked him to mention that at the top of Mill Lane, the
hedge is overgrown and is hanging over the lane. The question of a fire hydrant being there was a
possibility. Cllr. Dave Kirk replied that it was a sluice valve, not a fire hydrant. Cllr Neil McCollum will
mention the problem of the hedge to the landlord of the Black Pig; since it is on his land.
11. Any confidential items to be discussed:
Discussion concerning one item.
12. Date of next meeting:
th
Wednesday 12 January 2022.
*************************************************************************************************************
th
Minutes of the Staple Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday12 January 2022, at 7.30 pm
in Staple Village Hall
Councillors present:
Cllr. Trevor Bartlett (Chair), Cllr. John Kirk, Cllr. Sue Coulson, Cllr. Glynis McCollum, Cllr. Neil McCollum, Mr
Jonathan Mount (Parish Clerk).
1. Apologies for absence:
a. Cllr. Roger Loukes, Cllr. Mike Connolly, Cllr. S Chandler, Cllr. David Kirk
2. Declarations of interest:
a. There were no declarations of interest.
3. Minutes of previous meeting:
th
3.1
To approve any amendments and authorise signature of the minutes of the meeting held on December 8
2021.
The minutes were duly authorised. (Proposed: Cllr. Glynis McCollum, Seconded: Cllr. John Kirk)
3.2

Matters arising:
Hedge to be cut.

4. Public session:
A member of the public remarked that she was unable to access the agendas of meetings until after the
meeting. Cllr. John Kirk said that both agendas and minutes are always published on the Parish Council's
web site in advance of the meeting; but the December minutes/January agenda had been omitted.
It was decided that the Parish Clerk would provide four printed copies of the agendas for future meetings.
5 Councillors’ and PCSO Reports:
5.1
Cllr. M. Connolly (DDC): No report submitted for this month.
5.2
Cllr. S. Chandler (KCC): No report submitted for this month. Future reports will be published in The
Escallop, as in the past.
5.3
PCSO Eva Winter: No report received. This apparently happens in all villages at the moment. The PCSO
remarked to the Chairman that there was nothing to report.
6. Finance:
6.1
Approval of bank reconciliation for December 2021:The bank reconciliation was approved. (Proposed: Cllr.
Sue Coulson, Seconded: Cllr. John Kirk)
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6.2

Cheques to be approved:
Cheque No. 200400
Scribe accounting system
£273.60
Cheque No. 200399
Parish Clerk salary
£200.00
Cheque No. 200398
HMRC
£39.80
These cheques were approved. (Proposed: Cllr. John Kirk,Seconded: Cllr. Neil McCollum)

6.3

Precept Demand: The Parish Clerk raised the question of whether the Parish Council would like to increase
its Precept Demand from last year's ( £7887.89), or leave it at the same amount as for the last few years?
It was decided to leave it at the same level as last year.

7.

Correspondence received:
No correspondence has been received

8.
8.1

Planning and other Reports:
Planning applications determined:
No Planning applications were determined

8.2

Planning applications submitted:
CON/19/00538E The Three Tuns, The Street, Staple. Cycle/bin storage. Councillors supported the
application.
21/01852 Barnsole Barn, Fleming Road, Staple. Erection of single storey, two-storey extensions, double
garage and formation of a new vehicular access (existing trees and hedges to be removed). Councillors
Supported the application but raised concerns about the speed of vehicles on Fleming road and possible
danger owing to vehicular access.
21/01880 West view, Barnsole Road, Staple. Certificate of lawfulness (proposed) for the erection of a twostorey rear addition and an orangery to the South elevation (existing ground floor extensions, first floor flat
roof addition above and conservatory to be removed). Councillors supported the application.

8.3

Village Hall and Recreation Ground Report:
Cllr. John Kirk said that there was nothing more to report at the moment. No new regular bookings, which
was disappointing.

8.4 SID/Speedwatch:
A report submitted by Cllr. Roger Loukes had been circulated to Councillors.
During December no sessions were held were held
We have booked one session through to the end of January 2022 but not too many volunteers have come
forward so far. Unless more volunteers come forward we will be forced to cut back sessions as Stourmouth
have done. Hopefully as the weather improves more villagers will be willing to assist in trying to keep the
speeds down in Staple.
There have been Facebook reports of accidents to animals due to speeding vehicles through Staple. This
is unacceptable but comments such as vehicles slow down when they see HiViz jackets is a valid point.
We do not stand by the Speed Indicator Devices as mentioned on Facebook, we very rarely see local traffic
speeding (except the odd Motorbike doing wheelies down The Street with no visible licence plate). Even if
locals walk around with HiViz jackets if they think the traffic slows down, do it! So please, instead of
making comments in Facebook, villagers should come and support Speedwatch. The more visibility we
have the more likely vehicles will slow down.
Very soon Kent Police will be able to accept Dash-cam evidence of poor driving. As soon as this comes
into effect, I will let the PC know. Kent is one of the last forces to accept this as evidence.
SID report (See elsewhere in the Escallop)
8.5:

Footpaths:
The local farmer referred to in last month's footpath discussions has made an effort to reinstate some of
the footpaths. There are still one or two that have not been reinstated. In particular there is one that has
been planted with fruit trees; and there is no longer a footpath visible. A member of the public reported that
some people were using it as a bridle path; and that others have been riding quad bikes along it.

9.
9.1

Items for discussion:
Planning for the Platinum Jubilee: There have been meetings of a Platinum Jubilee committee; the most
recent of which was attended by eight committee members. Topics discussed for the Jubilee weekend
included a flower festival in the church; a service in the church, a hog roast at The Black Pig, a parade, a
cake/pudding competition, and a garden party (with live music) at the recreation ground. The Platinum
Jubilee Committee also discussed giving all the children a commemorative mug.
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The Parish Council discussed the provision of a grant for the Platinum Jubilee celebrations. It was agreed
in principle that a grant would be made; and that the Clerk would be advised of the expenses in time for the
next meeting. (When the item will be further discussed.)
DDC will be making a fund available for villages that wish to carry out Platinum Jubilee celebrations.
10.

Any other business:
Additional correspondence, as permitted by the chair.

11.

Any confidential items to be discussed:

12.

Date of next meeting:
th
Wednesday 12 February 2022.
*****************************************************************************************************8

Sandwich Connect Bus Service
Funding for the Sandwich Connect bus service was secured until March 2022 (exact date unknown). KCC
has been approached to establish what the future holds for the service.

Staple- Sandwich - Northbourne - Mongeham
Mondays to Fridays
Staple, Three Tuns
Staple, The Street
Staple, Durlock Nursery
Guilton Corner
Ash, The Chequer Inn
Ash, Mill Field
Woodnesborough, Oak Hill
Sandwich, The Guildhall
Arr:
Dep:
Northbourne, Updown Lane
Northbourne, Crossroads
Mongeham, Church Close
Mongeham, Church
Mongeham, Village Hall
St Nicholas Close Bus Shelter
Arr:
Dep:
Mongeham - Northbourne - Sandwich - Staple
Mondays to Fridays
Mongeham, Village Hall
Mongeham, Church
Mongeham, Church Close
Northbourne, Crossroads
Northbourne, Updown Lane
Sandwich, The Guildhall
Arr:
Dep:
Woodnesborough, Oak Hill
Ash, Mill Field
Ash, The Chequer Inn
Guilton Corner
Staple, Durlock Nursery
Staple, The Street
Staple, Three Tuns
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0939
0940
0943
0945
0946
0949
0953
0959
1002
1009
1012
1016
1017
1018
1020
1022

1109
1110
1113
1115
1116
1119
1123
1129
1132
1139
1142
1146
1147
1148
1150
1152

1309
1310
1313
1315
1316
1319
1323
1329
1332
1339
1342
1346
1347
1348
1350
1352

1439
1440
1443
1445
1445
1448
1451
1457
1500
1507
1510
1514
1515
1516
1518
1522

1024
1025
1026
1030
1033
1040
1043
1049
1053
1056
1057
1059
1102
1103

1154
1155
1156
1200
1203
1210
1243
1249
1252
1256
1257
1259
1302
1303

1354
1355
1356
1400
1403
1410
1413
1419
1423
1426
1427
1429
1432
1433

1524
1525
1526
1530
1533
1540
1543
1549
1553
1556
1557
1559
1602
1603

Staple Village Hall
& Recreation Ground
Mill Road, Staple CT3 1LB www.staplevillagehall.com

Whether it’s post-lockdown
lockdown nervousness, a post
post-Xmas dip in activity, post-New
New Year's Eve apathy; or countless
other reasons; the usual, constant stream of booking enquiries for Staple Village Hall is currently at an all
all-time
low.
So perhaps it's a good time to remind
d would
would-be
be hirers of just what an ideal venue the Village Hall is:
Unusually for a village hall, it's located in a quiet, rural location. It also has a
huge village green literally on its doorstep. And then there's the parking:
There's a long driveway which can accommodate a large number of vehicles.
The large, spacious (and always spotlessly clean) hall has standing capacity for
around 128 people; seating, tables, crockery and cutlery for over 100
people.
There's also a well
well-equipped kitchen, with a serving hatch into the main hall.
A small side room, adjacent to the main hall and kitchen, can act as a useful
dressing room for productions, a storage area for food & drink, a waiting room etc. ( n.b. This room isn't usually
included in the main hire
ire charge, but can be booked as an extra to a main hall booking, or booked on its own).
The Hall is an ideal venue for wedding receptions, anniversary
celebrations, dances, ceilidhs, parties, birthday parties, corporate events,
meetings, conferences, drama,
ma, music, performing arts, training courses,
youth organisations, fundraising events, local clubs and organisations.
As Staple residents, most of you will already know all
about the Hall and what it has to offer. But your
friends and colleagues may not
not.
So please let them know what an ideal venue it is / what great facilities it offers / how easy
and affordable it is to book.

To book the hall, or to find out more about what it has to offer, please call the Booking
Officer, Sue Coulson on 01304 - 812340

J. Dilnot Smith & Son
Independent Funeral Directors
Offices & Chapels at Deal and Sandwich
184 Gladstone Road, Walmer, Deal CT14 7EL.
Telephone: 01304 380914
Beacon Lane, Woodnesborough,
Sandwich CT13 0PD.
Telephone: 01304 812300

Email: enquiries@jdilnotsmith.co.uk

Website: www.jdilnotsmith.co.uk
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THE BLACK PIG STAPLE
Barnsole Road, Canterbury, Kent, CT3 1LE
01304 813723

Now open 7 days a week:
Opening Times
Sunday - Monday 8am until 8pm
Tuesday – Saturday 8am until 11pm
Pub
Food served: 12-3 & 6-8 Monday to Saturday, 12-8 Sundays.

Tuesday – Sunday

12 p.m. – Sunset (8 ish)

Village store and tearoom now open: Teas and coffee, cream teas, breakfast,
brunch and lunch, daily newspapers,
fresh
bread and other daily essentials.
Food
Service
Stocking suggestions
welcome.
Tuesday
– Saturday 12 p.m. – 7.30 p.m.

Sunday 12 p.m. – 5 p.m.
A traditional English country pub: With oak beams, hops, a large
enclosed garden, an open fire,Shop
friendly staff and homemade, high
quality meals, made
from to
locally
sourced
ingredients.
Tuesdays
Friday
12 p.m.
– Sunset (8 ish)
Saturday – Sunday

9 a.m. – Sunset (8 ish)

Takeaway food is available
Thursday to Saturday 12pm – 7.30 p.m.
Roasts on Sundays from 12 – 5 p.m.
Please see our Facebook page for more detail and menus.
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Advertising in the
Escallop 2022
202
If you would like to advertise
in the Escallop,
please contact the Editor at
TheEscallop@gmail.com
Reasonable rates!
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Con
11
Ram
Ken
018
079
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THE CARPETMAN

HOROLOGY REPAIRS

DAVID BRAZIER est. over 20 years
T. PETTMAN
CLOCKMAKER

LOCAL SUPPLIER AND FITTER OF QUALITY FLOORING
CHOOSE FROM A HUGE RANGE
OF CARPETS, VINYLS AND OTHER
FLOORING BELOW SHOP PRICES
IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME.

Specialists in
Antique Clock Restoration
Telephone: 01843 825050

THE SCHOOL HOUSE,
WARE, ASH,

Mobile: 07860 498963

TEL: 01304 813372
MOB: 07976 037683
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AP Electrical
Your Reliable, Local Electrician
All domestic and commercial work undertaken

NAPIT Approved Electrician, Fully insured
 Re-Wires
 Test and Inspection
 Extra Sockets and alterations
 Consumer unit changes
 Landlord certificates
 Garden lighting
 New Build
 Free Estimates
 Part P Approved
 All work tested, certificated and
guaranteed
 Emergency call out
Tel: 01304 619803
Mobile: 07734 087669
Web: www.ap-electricalservices.co.uk
electricalservices.co.uk
Email: tony@ap-electricalservices.co.uk
electricalservices.co.uk
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