
STAPLE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting, Wednesday 11th April 2018
Staple Village Hall
This was a shortened meeting to allow for the Annual Parish Meeting to take place at 19:30hrs
Present:
Cllr Bartlett (in the Chair) 


Cllr Mrs Bennett



Cllr Brooman 


Cllr Mrs Coulson



Cllr Facey
Cllr Kirk
District Cllr Conolly

County and District Cllr Mrs Chandler
Clerk to the Council Miss L Fidler


14 Members of the public

1. APOLOGIES
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr McCollum due to a work commitment.
2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

Cllr Bartlett declared an interest in any matters relating to the Rural Housing Scheme (not on the agenda but in the event that the scheme is mentioned) and an other significant interest in item 5(ii); matters relating to the planning application for Summerfield Nursery, as the applicant is a close family friend.
3. MINUTES

The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting, held on 14th March 2018, were received, approved and signed.  
4. PUBLIC TRANSPORT
Councillors received the following progress reports:
(i) Cllr Mrs Bennett reported that the Bring Back Our Bus campaign group has been very active gathering impact statements from those affected by the loss of the bus service and responses to Freedom of Information Act requests.  The group has learnt that DDC will be holding a Dover Quality Bus Partnership meeting on the 11th May at 10am, at which the service to Staple will be discussed, and a demonstration is being organised outside the DDC offices prior to the meeting; all local people are encouraged to join the demonstration and details (including transport to and from Whitfield to attend the demonstration) will be made available nearer the time.  Cllr Mrs Bennett asked whether a letter of support from the Parish Council could be sent to the attendees of this meeting in support of the campaign group and the need to re-instate the bus service.
RESOLUTION:  Cllr Mrs Bennett will draft a letter from the Council, to be sent by the Clerk, to the members of the Dover Quality Bus Partnership group, which will be sent prior to the meeting of the 11th May in support of the Bring Back Our Bus campaign.

(ii) An update from Mr M Barden relating to community bus schemes was received, details of which can be found in Addendum 1.  The following next steps were proposed:
1. Meet with KCC to discuss further details regarding a community bus.  
2. Canvass opinion within the village to establish likely demand (using KCC's toolkit guidelines)
3. Provided the responses to 1 and 2 are positive, canvass opinion in the surrounding villages.  This would then give some meaningful data upon which to base a costed feasibility study.
RESOLUTION:  The Council fully supports Mr Barden and Mr Loukes undertaking action points 1. and 2.  With action point 3 to follow if and when required.
5. PLANNING

(i) 18/00212 | Creation of hardstanding | Barn at Staple Farm, Durlock Road, Staple, CT3 1JX
RESOLUTIONS: 
a) To recommend refusal due to concerns about the increased traffic on Durlock Road.
b) To request a review by DDC/KCC of the traffic management throughout the parish in response to the various developments that are planned for the village.
(ii) 18/00242 | Erection of 10no. Detached and 6no. Terraced dwellings, detached garages, formation of vehicle access and parking (existing buildings to be demolished) | Summerfield Nursery, Barnsole Road, Barnsole, Staple, CT3 1LD
RESOLUTION: To defer this application for consider at the May meeting of the Council, when adequate time will be available.
6. FINANCE 
(i) The payment schedule totalling £241.24 was presented.
RESOLUTION: All payments were approved.

(ii) A quote from Harmer & Sons for continued ground maintenance at the Village Hall & Recreation Ground in 2018/19 was considered.

RESOLUTION: That this quote is accepted and Harmer & Sons be asked to inform the Council every time mowing of the recreation ground takes place.
7. FOOTPATHS REPORT

There were no urgent matters to report; the matter concerning the locked gate has been rectified.
8. HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION

Cllr Brooman reported that the outstanding work on Buckland Lane has been reported to Cllr Mrs Chandler.  And The Street will be closed outside Land adjacent to orchard Lea from 23rd to 27th April due to work being undertaken by UK Power Networks.
9. VILLAGE HALL & RECREATION AREA
Minor maintenance continues and the steps up to the slide have been replaced.
10. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of Staple Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 9th May 2018 at 7.30pm.
The meeting was closed by Cllr Bartlett at 19:27hrs 

Approved: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   (Chairman)

